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September 2026 Newsletter

Marin Chapter Meeting
“Blue Mountains of Eastern Oregon”
Speakers: Dick O’Donnell

Monday, September 14, 2026, 7:30 pm

The five ranges of the Blue Mountains of northeastern
Oregon are composed mostly of volcanic material with a
few other rocks that generally originated where they are
today. The exception is the ultramafic rock that originated
in oceanic crust that was pushed onshore millions of years
ago and was distributed sparsely in three of the five
ranges. As Californians, and especially Marinites, we are pretty familiar with the ultramafic rocks
serpentine and peridotite and their toxicity to plants. Not so eastern Oregonians. Even the botanists
there are, for the most part, unaware. | spent a dozen springs, as many summers, and a few autumns
walking around these ranges documenting the flora on and off serpentine and | have lots of lovely
pictures to show.

BT St o T T e M s I 3
Dick and Daisy on serpe barren in the
Greenhorn Mts, looking south, Strawberry Mt. in the
distance Photo by Kristin Jakob

Dick travels throughout northern California, Oregon, and Arizona every year to learn about their
distinctive floras. A retired economist, he has no economic reason to do otherwise, he says. The best
course of action, he adds, is to apply himself to the most rewarding undertakings and to share the
findings with the botanical world. Dick takes a special interest in the plants that grow on serpentine, in
particular the genera Hesperolinon (dwarf flax) and Streptanthus (jewelflower).

Read more. Reaqister for this Zoom meeting here.
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Volunteer Events
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Volunteer Workday at Marin County Parks Native
Plant Nursery

Tuesday, September 15, 2026, 10 am - noon
Leader: Aja Wylder, Marin County Parks Nursery
Manager

CNPS Marin Coordinators: Caroline Christman and
Stacey Pogorzelski

Location: Marin County Native Plant Nursery

Join a group of enthusiastic volunteers for our monthly
morning at the Marin County Parks and Open Space
District Nursery. Each month we help maintain the native
plants that will be used in restoration projects across Marin, from intertidal marsh wetlands to
redwood forest. No prior nursery experience is required; Nursery Manager Aja Wylder will
demonstrate nursery methods, including pruning, potting seedlings, transplanting plants into larger
pots, pot washing, and working in the native plant garden.

~ Volunteers at Marin County Native Plant Nursery

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party!
Thursday, September 17, 2026 9 — 11 am

Leader: Greg Reza, Marin County Parks and Open
Space District Volunteer Program Coordinator

Marin CNPS Coordinators: Stacey Pogorzelski and
Caroline Christman

Join a community of habitat restorers! Marin CNPS is
partnering with Marin County Open Space District staff to
remove invasive species and improve native habitat at
Mt. Burdell. Located at the northern edge of Novato, Mt.  Looking forward to cookie reward after weed pulling
Burdell has serpentine grasslands with rare plants, an at Mt Burdell.  Photo by Stacey Pogorzelsk
incredible array of oaks, and seasonal streams that support milkweed- the critical host for Monarch
butterflies.

During volunteer workdays we use hand tools to remove invasive plant species that threaten
grassland and stream corridor ecosystems, including Bermuda buttercup (Oxalis pes-

caprae), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), pennyroyal (Mentha pulegium), and yellow star
thistle (Centaurea solstitialis). Invasive species can create dense populations that crowd out native
plants, which in turns harms the wildlife that depend on them. Removing invasive plants protects
habitat for milkweed and other pollinator plants, diverse wildflowers in the grasslands, and the many
birds and insects that rely on native plants.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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Habitat Restoration at Alder Creek Preserve,
Inverness

Thursday, September 24, 2026 10 am - noon

Join with community members in maintaining this
restoration of a former acacia forest. Bring creek shoes to
help water some of the plants. We'll be weeding and
spreading more mulch.

Read more.

] . . ) ) 7 E 7 e s SpaeE
Mee_tUD Registration Link (Registration suggested, but not Alder Creek Preserve with flourishing natives & lots
required) of weedy grass Photo by Ann Elliott
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Bay Model Demonstration Garden Work Day
Friday, September 25, 2026 10 am - 12:30 pm

In the height of summer, come, enjoy, and enhance our
colorful pollinator garden. We will be doing general
cleanup - pulling weeds, trimming energetic growth, etc.
There is plenty of free parking, and a great view while you
commune with nature and community on a small scale.
Bring your favorite weeding tool and gloves, or borrow
some of ours. We will be working from 10 am to 12:30
pm. Bring your lunch to enjoy the view afterwards.

Board members and other volunteers build the
Read more. Meetup Registration Link (Registration Bay Model Garden in 2018.
suggested, but not required)

Marin Chapter Field Trips

Oaks, Baylands, and Views at Hamilton’s Reservoir Hill
Saturday, September 12, 9 am to 11 am

Leader: Stacey Pogorzelski

We will hike up Reservoir Hill in the Hamilton area of Novato, admire 3

species of oaks (and acorns!), madrone with ripening berries, and other
shrubs and trees. We will then descend to the Bay Trail, and check out

the ongoing wetlands restoration and native plants in the Hamilton

plant landscaping at The Landing office complex. Total distance is less
than two miles.

Read more. T

_ _ _ Quercus agrifolia - coast live oak
Meetup Registration Link on Hamiton’s Reservoir Hill
*hkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkk Photo by Stacey POgOl’ZE|SkI
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Larner Seeds Demonstration Garden Tour
Friday, September 18, 2026 10 am — noon

Tour the Larner Seeds Demonstration Garden in Bolinas
and hear a short history of this 40-year-old native plant
garden and seed company. With the passing of founder
Judith Larner Lowry, Larner Seeds hope to maintain her
legacy of place-based, habitat gardens—full of native
grasses and annual wildflowers!

After the tour, we are welcome to eat our sack lunches
and further enjoy the garden.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link

Event Registration on Meetup

Sign up for field trips and stewardship opportunities

using Meetup.com or the Meetup app. Signups usually begin the first of
each month at 8 am. Meetup is free for users. Do not pay for Meetup
+

Please digitally sign the 2026 CNPS Marin waiver for field trips and
Chapter sponsored stewardship opportunities.

Practice clean trail etiquette. Pocket Guide — Every Step
Counts and Cleanliness Tips for Hikers.

Contact the leader(s) with any questions.

dhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhkhkkhkrk

_ _ ] Lonicera involucrate - twinberry
Have a Field Trip Idea? Do you have a favorite place you want to share  honeysuckle, Tennessee Valley

with the CNPS Marin community? Write up a short description and Photo by Anna Gil
contact Ann Elliott to explore possibilities. We have a new Field Trip
Template for 2026 to help us gather the information needed for the writeup.

Marin Chapter Fall Native Plant Sale |
~ Save the October Dates!

Our online native plant sale will run from 6 pm
Thursday, October 15 until 6 pm Monday, October 19.
Orders will be packed Friday, October 23 for pickup
Saturday, October 24, along with in-person sale of
remaining plants, at the Bon Air Shopping Center in
Greenbrae.

Volunteers will be needed on Friday the 23rd and " CNPS Marin Board and volunteers set up Fall 2025
Saturday the 24th at Bon Air. Please contact volunteer Native Plant Sale Photo by Ann Elliott
coordinator Caroline Christman

at marincnpsvolunteers@gmail.com if you can help pack orders on the 23rd and/or assist customers
on the 24th between 10 am and 2 pm.

If you have questions or seek particular plants, please contact Kristin Jakob
at marincnpsplantsale@gmail.com.
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CNPS Member WEBINAR

California
" Native Plant
Society

L. u |€"

Photo: Ashim D Silva

X

EXPANDING ACCESS

A CNPS FOR EVERYONE

Every CNPS chapter wants to connect more people with California's native plants and
biediversity. But how do we reach new audiences, remove barriers to participation, and create
welcoming pathways for invalvement?

Developed specifically for CNPS chapters and shaped by chapter feedback, this webinar
brings together CNPS and The Inclusion Schoo] to explore practical ways to create welcoming
pathways for participation, You'll leave with real-world rools, examples, and strategies to:

“{" Engage more community members in your programs and events
=" Create welcoming experiences for newcomers

“" Expand participation across a wider range of communities

=f Strengthen your chapter's connections and impact

Whether you're new to these conversations or have been dnjng this work for years, _'mu']] leave with
ideas and resources you can apply immediately, This webinar is designed for all CNPS members,
volunteers, and chapter leaders who want to help more people discover, enjoy, and support
California's native plants.

Webinar Details Reserve Your Spot Today!

Date: Wednesday, Seprember 23, 2026 To register, visit:

Time: 6:00 -7:30 PM (PST) huspsi//bitly/4hD7KG] N
Location: Virtual {Zoom Meeting) B - i INCLUSION
Invitees: The entire CNPS community ':j_. : 1 L, iineingy

Regqister here.
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California Biodiversity Day

Labor Day, September 7, is California Biodiversity Day. A
variety of biodiversity-themed events will happen during
the following week. Join the Find 30 Species for
California Biodiversity Day project on iNaturalist and
record 30 wild species between September 5-13. Every $ 4
observation adds to a statewide picture of California’s
amazing biodiversity with California Biodiversity Data
Exchange, and the information we gather helps inform
the California 30x30 Initiative.

Join the challenge on iNaturalist. Then, find and photograph 30 wild
species from anywhere in California

Bit.ly/CABiodiversityDay

Progress on Larkspur Native Plant
Resolution

The resolution was presented to the Larkspur Climate
Action Forum and next will be presented to the Larkspur
City Council. Help is needed for this next step. If you will
be able to attend an upcoming City Council meeting (first
and third Wednesdays at 6PM), please contact Paul da
Silva at pgsilva@sonic.net.

Become a California Naturalist

The California Naturalist course through University of
California Environmental Stewards program teaches
nature enthusiasts (ages 18+) science, hands-on
learning, problem-solving, participatory science, and
volunteer service to foster a love for California’s natural
communities and encourage stewardship. Two local non-
profits are offering the training this fall.

The Museum of the American Indian in Novato will offer
the course beginning early this month on Tuesday
evenings and three Saturdays. The course will immerse BECOME A CERTIFIED NATURALIST!
you in the Golden State’s rich ecological and cultural history and inspire a deeper understanding of
California’s natural ecosystems, wildlife, and resources. Instructors and experts from local nature
centers or natural resource agencies lead the courses.

Point Reyes National Seashore Association offers a Saturday field-based lecture series between
Sept 12 - Oct 17, 2026. Students will experience the rich biodiversity of Point Reyes National
Seashore in ways the casual visitor cannot, working in areas less traveled alongside some of
California's most knowledgeable naturalists.
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Stewarding Point Reyes’
Grasslands: A Framework for
Targeted Grazing

In case you missed it, you can now watch a recording of
the webinar held on August 12. The webinar was hosted
by the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park o o i
Service, and The Nature Conservancy to provide an View across Creamery Bay to Bull Point, one area
update on landscape stewardship planning for the Wihers tarEeted reinewlll Beoecuring

. . this summer and fall
grasslands of Point Reyes National Seashore and “Milk run” by Mark Gunn, CC BY-SA 4.0
explore the role of targeted grazing as a tool for achieving
conservation outcomes. Presenters discussed stewardship goals; what targeted grazing is and why it
is important for ecological goals; operational considerations and timelines; and ways to stay

informed.

Watch video on YouTube.

August Native Plant Tours
August 24, 2026 Larkspur Library Habitat Garden

Refugia Marin hosted us with snacks and a recounting of the history of this
urban native garden suggested to them by the late Laura Lovett. Although
recently planted by CNL Nursery, the garden seemed full and thriving.
Refugia Marin is planning educational signage as well as integrating the
garden into Library programming.

Weloome 1 this Cofferi rative piant

August 28, 2026 Novato
Baylands Restoration Tour

This ambitious project is restoring acres of former army
base into coastal marsh and tidelands. A large group of us
enjoyed a tour of Point Blue’s nursery, viewed their
techniques to control pathogens, learned about the history
of the restoration, and walked up Reservoir Hill to see a
view of the levee breach. We heard that the restoration in

; the Bel Marin Keys parcel is on
pause due to lack of Grant funding from the Army Corps of Engineers.

August 28, 2026 Roy’s Redwoods Restoration Tour

Julian Geoghegan, Senior Conservation Science Coordinator for Marin
County Parks, showed us around the Roy’s Redwoods restoration project
while relating about historical use through project conception, public input,
funding, planning, implementation, and ongoing planting and maintenance.
Roy’s Redwoods is heavily used by local residents, so the project incudes
aspects preserving the traditional uses of the area: walking trails, pet
exercise, outdoor exploration and even fort building. It includes the only
accessible trail and restroom in Marin County Open Space. The beautiful
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redwood board walks built from reclaimed logs allow access across the restored seasonal flow of
Larson Creek.

The thousands of native seeds and plants that have been planted by staff and volunteers has
improved the appearance and function of the section in the project: restored meadow, oak-bay
woodland, and redwood grove. In late August we caught the last blooms of Pacific enchanter’s
nightshade (Circaea alpina ssp. pacifica), an uncommon species in Marin and the rare woollyhead
lessingia (Lessingia hololeuca).

August 30, 2026 Restoration, Remnant
Communities, Targeted Grazing on the Point Reyes
Peninsula

Tom Gaman and other from Tomales Bay Foundation
and SPAWN showed us the amazing transformation of a
weedy Acacia forest to a vibrant wetland that will filter
water contaminants before flowing to a well-used Marin
County Chicken Ranch Beach. Planting is ongoing as
water levels in the ponds recede this fall.

Two projects are underway and planned for in the i
forests of Tomales Bay State Park. Marin Wildfire has been creating defensible space between the
park and neighboring parcels where heavy brush has accumulated. CA State Parks is planning some
small restoration projects over the next 10 years to improve the Bishop Pine Forest. Bishop pine
stands have become decadent without the occasional renewing fires to which they are adapted.

Along Marshall Beach road we explored some patches of remnant coastal prairie which have not
been grazed by cattle in decades. Native grasses and forbs were thriving along with patches of
coyote brush.

At Bull Point, we viewed the results of target grazing of cattle contracted by The Nature
Conservancy. Invasive purple velvet grass as well as coyote brush and yellow lupine had been
substantially grazed and trampled. Earlier Chapter volunteers had documented some rare plant
populations in the area. We look forward to seeing how the flowers react next year.

August 30, 2026 Larner Seeds Demonstration
Garden

A lovely group of local residents, native garden lovers
from Napa, as well as Chapter Council Delegates
trekked to Bolinas. Twila spoke for a few minutes about
the history of the garden and Larner Seeds and the rest
of the time was spent walking the garden together.
There was plenty of time for questions and conversation

CNPS Director of Education and Horticulture Lila
Higgins will be adding Larner’'s Garden to the public
gardens in the Biodiversity in Urban Gardens Initiative
(BUG). You can join in on the BUG fun with iNaturalist
sightings in your yard or nearby public garden.

Read more and see pictures from these tours.
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Poetry

“September”

by Helen Hunt Jackson
The golden-rod is yellow;
The corn is turning brown;
The trees in apple orchards
With fruit are bending down.

The gentian's bluest fringes
Are curling in the sun;

In dusty pods the milkweed
Its hidden silk has spun.

The sedges flaunt their harvest,
In every meadow nook;

And asters by the brook-side
Make asters in the brook.

From dewy lanes at morning
The grapes' sweet odors rise;
At noon the roads all flutter
With yellow butterflies.

By all these lovely tokens
September days are here,

With summer's best of weather,
And autumn's best of cheer.
Grammaticus

CNPS Marin Newsletter
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Solidago spathulata - coast
goldenrod, Tennessee Valley
Photo by Anna Gil

Asclepias fascicularis - narrowleaf
milkweed seeds at Marin County
0OSD nursery by Stacey Pogorzelski

Sfrpus microcarpus - panicld bulrush
Rush Creek OSP Photo by Ann Elliott
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nvironmental Review Process
Underway for Mount Tamalpais
Road and Trail Management Plan
Update

Marin Water (Marin Municipal Water District) is updating its Road and
Trail Management Plan with a complete CEQA review after legal
action by CNPS Marin Chapter, MCL, and Marin Audubon. This
review includes a scoping period where comments on the extent of ' i 2
environmental issues can be received until Sept. 28, 2026. They will Bon Tempe Lake site visit for Roads and Trails
provide an overview of the project and the environmental review Management Plan Update  Marin Water
process at a public open house on September 10 from 4 to 7 pm at

Sky Oaks Watershed Headquarters.

Read more.
- 0000____00__0_0000___]
Other Stewardship Opportunities
Point Reyes National Seashore Restoration
Thursday Weeders @ Abbotts Lagoon

Join park staff & volunteers every other Thursday 10am-2pm to help
restore critical coastal dune habitat.

September 3 & 17

dhkkkhkkhkkhhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhhkhhhhhkhkkhkrk

Chicken Ranch Beach Wetland Enhancement Project

So far with the help of many wonderful volunteers, interns, and the West Coast Wild Restoration
Crew, SPAWN and the Tomales Bay Foundation have installed 4,400 locally native plants in the
upland areas. We also now have a temporary irrigation system (so no more hauling water!).

This almost one-year-old wetland restoration project has
been created in an effort to filter and clean the water
running through it. The plants intended for the lower wet
areas in the channel are key in slowing and cleaning the 3
water. Now that the water levels are going down we have & =,
a chance to get a key element of the biogeochemical i,
filtration process going by planting in newly exposed wet
areas. Come join us as we resume planting and continue
to care for the site.

Wednesdays & Saturdays 9 am - noon Chicken Ranch Beach Wetland es pond
Wednesdays: 9/16, 9/30, 10/14, 10/28 Fhee Ry Magelifekellier
Saturdays: 9/26, 10/10, 10/24

Contact Kristen Hopper, SPAWN Nursery Manager for specifics.

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhhkhkhhhkhkkkkkhkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkk
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Broom Service, Commitment with Fun

Broom Service volunteers gather at 10:30 am most
Thursday mornings to pull invasive broom in San
Geronimo Valley. They usually take some time for
refreshments and conversation after they have finished
for the day. Broom Service is made up of people who
have many commitments other than this one, often on the g
same day. Not many hours go by before every one of :
these people is taking part in another act of community
support.

Contact Mel Wright for more information about Broom
Service and how to join their Thursday morning work
parties.

Upcoming Marin Chapter Events

9/12 9 — 11 am Oaks, Baylands, and Views at Hamilton’s Reservoir Hill

9/14 7:30 pm Chapter Meeting: "Blue Mountains of Eastern
Oregon" Speakers: Dick O’Donnell

9/15 10 am — noon Vol. Workday at Marin Co. Parks Native Plant Nursery
9/17 9 — 11 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party

9/18 10 am — noon Larner Seeds Demonstration Garden Tour : o
9/24 10 am - noon Restoration at Alder Creek Preserve Wetgﬁzsfﬁf;z:’ Ll il
9/25 10 am — 12:30 pm Bay Model Pollinator Garden Stewardship A R PRl
10/3 9 — 11 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party
10/15 to 10/19 CNPS Marin Plant Sale, pickup 10/24

10/18 9:45 am - 12:30 Indigenous uses of native plants and construction of an |
ethnobotanical garden at Olompali State Historic Park. Registration opens
10/1.

10/20 10 am — noon Vol. Workday at Marin Co. Parks Native Plant Nursery

11/15 10 am - 12:30 Olompali Galls and Other Natural Wonders. Registration
opens 11/1.

Bay Model Pollinator Garden
Photo by Laura Lovett
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Other Native Plant Activities in
Marin, Nearby, or Virtual

Now until October 26 Mt. Tam Florilegium at the Fairfax
Library. An exhibition of juried illustrations by Northern
California Society of Botanical Artists in a variety of media
represent plant species found on Mt Tamalpais.

9/7 California Biodiversity Day and week of activities

9/10 2:30 - 4:30 pm Mapping Host Plants for the
Endangered Myrtle’s Silverspot Butterfly at Point Reyes,
Tanya Baxter & Cristobal Castenada Marin Conservation
League Parks & Open Space Committee (Zoom hybrid
meeting)

10/17 10 am - 3 pm Fall Celebration & Plant Sale at Home Ground Habitats

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkhhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Woolly Paintbrush, Castilleja foliolosa, by Eliza fewett

Also checkout:

CNPS.org/events for interesting talks and field trips sponsored by CNPS Chapters and staff
throughout the state.

Central Sierra Chapter Events. It's cooler up there.
Plant Walks hosted by Milo Baker Chapter, Sonoma.
Wildflower Hikes hosted by Napa Valley Chapter.

Events Calendar for Marin County Parks. They host a
variety of local hikes, service projects, and presentations.

Regional Parks Botanic Garden talks, workshops, tours
and plant sales.

Point Reyes Nature has great ideas for exploring the
Point Reyes National Seashore.

The Soul of the Earth Betsey Crawford’s nature essay 7 i ,
series. Symphyotrichum chilense - Pacific aster, Tennessee
Valley Photo by Anna Gil

Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) offers hikes on local
ranch properties.

Bay Nature Events
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Nature Observations

Late summer weather already seems to be affected by El Nino (warm
Pacific Ocean water), with tropical storm systems moving over
California. It will be fun to observe coming weather and how resiliently
our native ecosystems cope. Share your observations by sending your
photos and thoughts for me to share in the coming newsletters.

If you enjoy social media:
Post pictures from field trips and stewardship on our Meetup group.

Post your wild discoveries on our Facebook group Marin Native Plants.

Check out news and events at our Facebook group California Native
Plant Society - Marin Chapter.

] Anaphalis margaritacea -
Follow us on Instagram marincnps. pearly everlasting

Post anywhere with the hashtag #marinnativeplants. Ll b

Ann Elliott, Newsletter Editor & Field Trip Committee

CNPS Marin Chapter Website | CNPS Statewide Website

N N
909,09,
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