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Adela sp. Moths on yarrow Photo by Catherine Chang

August 2026 Newsletter

Marin Chapter Meeting

“Putting on Moth Goggles - A conversation about moths in
California's ecosystems”

Speakers: Allen Fish, former director of Golden Gate Raptor
Observatory and Catherine Chang, Adjunct Professor, USF
Architecture Program

Monday, August 10, 2026, 7:30 pm

More than 3700 species of Lepidoptera call California home, and more
than 90% of these are moths! Often overlooked and maligned, moths
are essential native plant pollinators and a critical food source for
songbirds and bats. They also have a dizzying range of sizes and
shapes and boast color patterns and schemes that would knock the Heliothodes sp.
socks off any clothes designer. Photo by Catherine Chang

Cat Chang and Allen Fish will introduce how enjoyable it has been to learn about moths and how
easy it is -- once you have your moth goggles! -- to find and attract them. We will highlight the close
ecological relationships between moth species and their larval host plants, demonstrating how host
specificity is important for understanding moth biology, identification, and conservation. Some of the
species we will highlight will include recent summer sightings, along with moths we can expect to see
in the fall.

Read more. Reqister for this Zoom meeting here.

CNPS Marin Newsletter Nature’s Rhythms August 2026 Page 1


https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=DZwEG1ZRvA9zRhbUJJDOAJ-VXqlwjlNOmfrcO5fUdJ_0QTJvaPJUNQ
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=PBkb5Q9VcJdS2EcNzMgL1mdEEZg6zcixgKbxlYhNuo-qJb0zSou_aA
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=fojPAc7j1wS6yFrlf9hzbhu2RoteD_vhH5G7L8zydKvLNWXupV1VMw

Stewardship Opportunities
Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party! b —
Thursday, August 13, 2026

Leader: Greg Reza, Marin County Parks and Open Space
District Volunteer Program Coordinator

Marin CNPS Coordinators: Stacey Pogorzelski and
Caroline Christman

Join a community of habitat restorers! Marin CNPS is
partnering with Marin County Open Space District staff to
remove invasive species and improve native habitat at Mt.
Burdell. Located at the northern edge of Novato, Mt.
Burdell has serpentine grasslands with rare plants, an
incredible array of oaks, and seasonal streams that B Kars volintests nd TG Eo., Parks
support milkweed- the critical host for Monarch butterflies. bagging invasive weeds on Mt. Burdell

In the summer, we start working early to beat the heat! During volunteer workdays we use hand tools
to remove invasive plant species that threaten grassland and stream corridor ecosystems, including
Bermuda buttercup (Oxalis pes-caprae), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), pennyroyal
(Mentha pulegium), and yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis). Invasive species can create dense
populations that crowd out native plants, which in turns harms the wildlife that depend on them.
Removing invasive plants protects habitat for milkweed and other pollinator plants, diverse
wildflowers in the grasslands, and the many birds and insects that rely on native plants.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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Roy’s Redwoods Volunteer Day

Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 9:30 am - noon

Leader: Aja Wylder, Marin County Parks Nursery
Manager

CNPS Marin Coordinators: Caroline Christman and
Stacey Pogorzelski

Location: Roy’s Redwoods Preserve, San Geronimo
Valley

Join us at Roy’s Redwoods for a special volunteer day! In === Y e =
August, instead of our usual Marin County Parks nursery Volunteers in Roy’s Redwoods
day, we will be venturing out to Roy’s Redwoods to help Phete by Caralinie Christman
with ongoing restoration at this site. We will be weeding invasive perennial grasses from the meadow,
collecting enchanter’s nightshade seed (Circea alpina), and touring the grove and learning to identify
native redwood understory plants.

Read more. Meetup Regqistration Link
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Habitat Restoration at Alder Creek Preserve,
Inverness

Thursday, August 27 10 am — noon

Join with community members in maintaining this
restoration of a former acacia forest.

Read more. Meetup Reqistration Link

Alder Creek Preserve with flourishing natives & lots
of weedy grass Photo by Ann Elliott

Registration and Waivers

Sign up for field trips and stewardship opportunities using Meetup.com or
the Meetup app. Signups usually begin the first of each month at 8
am. Meetup is free for users. Do not pay for Meetup +

Please digitally sign the 2026 CNPS Marin waiver for field trips and
Chapter sponsored stewardship opportunities.

Practice clean trail etiquette. Pocket Guide — Every Step
Counts and Cleanliness Tips for Hikers.

Contact the leader(s) with any questions.

Have a Field Trip Idea? Do you have a favorite place you want to share

with the CNPS Marin community? Admiring a fire-scarred mother

. .. . I tree at Roy's Redwoods -
Write up a short description and contact Ann Elliott to explore possibilities. 1/19/2025  photo by Ann Elliott

We have a new Field Trip Template for 2026 to help us gather the
information needed for the writeup.

Marin Chapter Field Trips

Larkspur Library Habitat Garden

August 24, 2026, 10 am - noon

Leader: Dana Swisher, Helen Jenkins, and Catherine
Wolfers, Refugia Marin

Come explore the native habitat garden at the new
Larkspur Library. Stay for refreshments as well as a tour
of the Refugia Marin gardens at Hall Middle School and
Laura Lovett's Memorial Garden at the Central Marin T
Police Station, only steps away. Refugia Marin will lead an SSSSSSEEEs
introduction, provide a plant list and garden layout map, RSP B e e e SVt
and offer tours of the gardens.
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The Marin Chapter of the California Native Plant Society provided meaningful support for the project,
helping to make the garden a reality. The late Laura Lovett, a Marin CNPS board member and
passionate advocate for native plants, was deeply involved in shaping the habitat garden into the
vibrant space it is today.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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CNPS Marin Hosts CNPS Statewide
Chapter Council

Marin Chapter will be hosting the CNPS Chapter Council,
consisting of representatives from Chapters throughout
California. The meeting is Saturday, August 29, 2026 at
the Dance Palace in Point Reyes Station and is open to dbud
CNPS members and their guests. We will offer field trips Riverside

for delegates, visitors, and Chapter members on the ' .@M

Friday before and the Sunday after the meeting.

Please come for some or all of the meeting, help us with set up and logistics or join us on a field trip.
This is a great opportunity to learn about native plant issues and successes from other parts of our
state. CNPS members have a reputation for being the friendliest folks. See Schedule here.

Home baked cookies and able-bodied volunteers are needed on Saturday:

Use this link for Sign-up Genius. Choose a time and task that suits you by clicking the "Sign Up" next
to it. "Save & Continue" will pop up at the bottom of the screen. Click that, enter your name and email,
and you are signed up. Thanks.

We are also looking for members in West Marin with spare room to house a delegate for one
or two nights. Contact \Woody Elliott with details.

Fkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhhkkikkk

Join CNPS Chapter Council attendees for these tours.

Novato Baylands Restoration Tour

August 28, 2026, 10 am - noon

Leader: Leia Giambastiani, Restoration Director, and
Sam Smith, Restoration Project Manager, Point Blue

Tour Point Blue’s Novato Baylands Restoration Nursery
and a portion of the restoration of tidal and seasonal
wetlands on the former Hamilton Army Airfield and the
adjacent properties. More than a decade ago, the US
Army Corps of Engineers - San Francisco District and e o SRR VSR
the California State Coastal Conservancy started this Students plant along the Bay Trail at the Novato

project that comprises approximately 2,600 acres, located  Baylands as part of Point Blue's STRAW program.
25 miles north of San Francisco, along San Pablo Bay. Photo by Matt Keller

Key to this project is the beneficial reuse of dredged sediment from federal navigation channels,
ports, refineries, marinas, etc. to raise the elevation of subsided lands to create tidal marsh. When
complete, the project will be a mosaic of seasonal and tidal wetlands, providing public access to
sections of the Bay Trail and habitat for birds and wildlife.

Point Blue Conservation Science’s STRAW (Students and Teachers Restoring A Watershed)
Program play a key role working with site partners, the volunteers, and the community to keep active
restoration, scientific monitoring, and community engagement alive and thriving at this special place.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link

*% *% *%
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Roy’s Redwoods Restoration Tour

August 28, 2026, 2 - 5 pm

Leader: Julian Geoghegan, Senior Conservation Science Coordinator
for Marin County Parks

Location: Roy’s Redwoods Preserve, San Geronimo Valley

Join CNPS Chapter Council attendees for a tour of the Roy’s Redwoods
restoration. This awe-inspiring old-growth redwood forest was much
beloved and overused by visitors for decades, resulting in stream
degradation and a network of social trails that compacted soil and
damaged understory plants and tree roots. The project restored the
natural seasonal flow of the creek and protects tree roots with
boardwalks made of recycled redwood and other well-marked trails. The |
surviving sword ferns (Polystichum munitum) were saved and reinstalled §
after the trails were built, and thousands of other understory plants have #= - =i
been planted, among them Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea Roy’s Redwoods planting
alpina ssp. pacifica), an uncommon species in Marin. Photo by Ann Elliott

Hear about the challenges faced, agency collaboration, and revegetation efforts of the restoration
process and experience this vibrant, renewing ecosystem.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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Restoration, Remnant Communities, Targeted Grazing
on the Point Reyes Peninsula

Sunday, August 30, 2026, 9 am - 1 (flexible)

Leader: Woody Elliott & others

Join CNPS Chapter Council attendees for this mostly-
driving tour which will visit a variety of sites throughout the
Point Reyes Peninsula highlighting a variety of projects:
wetland restoration, defensible space, forest improvement, 2
and target grazing. It will also visit a couple examples of
remnant coastal prairie.

Eriophyllum confertiflorum - golden yarrow at
Meeting Location: Chicken Ranch Beach, Inverness Chicken Ranch Beach Wetland Restoration Ann Elliott

Read more. Meetup Registration Link
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Comments on County of Marin's
Proposed Trail Changes in Bowman |
Canyon

By Carolyn Longstreth, Eva Buxton, and Stacey
Pogorzelski

The Marin County Open Space District prepared an
IS/MND (Initial study/Mitigated negative declaration) on
June 15, 2026, to analyze the environmental impacts of
the proposed Bowman Canyon Habitat Protection and
Public Access Project. Parts of the project will impact rare
serpentine grassland that is remarkably intact at Bowman Canyon. Board members Carolyn
Longstreth, Eva Buxton, and Stacey Pogorzelski submitted comment letters.

Bowman Canyon rocky slope along
Serpentine Fire Road  Photo by Julie Wittmann

Read more about the project and their comments.

A New Plant Species for Marin
By Kristin Jakob

Eva Buxton, botanist and longtime CNPS Marin Chapter Board Member,
has recently described a new species of Leptosiphon and had it
published in Madrorio, the journal of the California Botanical Society.
Found so far only on Marin Water District lands, this plant was first
observed by Wilma Follette on one of her Wednesday Wildflower Walks
for CNPS Marin in the 1990s.

For free access to the complete article, search the world wide web for
“Eva Buxton Leptosiphon ramosissimus” and read it at BioOne Digital
Library. The printed version is in Madrofio, Vol 72, Issue 4, pp. 188-196.

FIG. 1. Illustration of Leptosiphon ramasissimus. A. Hall'
of a plant. B. Calyx. C. Leaf and bract. D. Bisccted corolla

Read more.

Final Plant Keying Session for the Summer

Stop by this drop-in plant keying session at Dominican University. Bring
your mystery plants and unknown specimens for identification. You can
practice your keying skills in a group setting and learn quickly alongside
fellow botanists and plant lovers.

Beginners to experts are welcome. Some understanding of plant
morphology terms is helpful. Dissection scopes, dichotomous keys, and
local experts available.

We will meet from 6:30-8:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month: Aug.
11. Location is Room 106 at the Joseph R. Fink Science Center,
Dominican University.

Read more with helpful driving and parking directions.

keying sessions at Dominican.

Contact Tanya with any questions.
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Field Trip Reports

July 16, 2026 Regional Parks Botanic Garden Mountain Adventure

The Botanic Garden is so varied that it holds interest throughout the
seasons. Anna focused on plant adaptations to summer sun, heat, and
drought.

July 27, 2026 Miwok Park Ramble, Novato

A tour of the native plant garden at the Museum of the American Indian
walking under the shade of numerous Bay Laurels, then continuing
along Novato Creek observing a variety of native and invasive plants.

July 31, 2026 Bothin Marsh

Eva led the group to this accessible saltwater marsh along Richardson
Bay in Mill Valley. Read more about projects at the marsh.

July 24, 2026 Bay Model Demonstration Garden Work Day L . N4 )

We had a great volunteer weeding day at the Bay Model, thanks to the rangers Cephalanthus occidentalis - button
including us in the Google Give Back Day. We had six Google young people helping willow  Photo by Ann Elliott
us. Between Caroline, me and the weed cheat sheets | made, they figured out what to pull and what to leave. They
seemed very happy with the experience and the education they received. Join us September 25 at 10 am.

Read more and see photos from the trips.

Poetry

August

By Dorothy Parker

When my eyes are weeds,

And my lips are petals, spinning
Down the wind that has beginning
Where the crumpled beeches start
In a fringe of salty reeds; \ N b
When my arms are elder-bushes, Scirpus microcarpus - panicled bulrush

And the rangy lilac pushes Rush Creek OSP  Photo by Ann Elliott
Upward, upward through my heart;

Summer, do your worst!

Light your tinsel moon, and call on
Your performing stars to fall on
Headlong through your paper sky;
Nevermore shall | be cursed

By a flushed and amorous slattern,
With her dusty laces' pattern
Trailing, as she straggles by.

~ s, A \.‘
Sambucus racemosa var. racemosa - red elderberry
by Ann Elliott
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Other Stewardship Opportunities
Point Reyes National Seashore Restoration
Thursday Weeders @ Abbotts Lagoon

Join park staff & volunteers every other Thursday 10am-2pm to help
restore critical coastal dune habitat.

August 6 & 20, September 3 & 17

khkkkkkhhkkkkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkkkhhkhkhhhkkkhhkkkkhkhhkkkhk

Chicken Ranch Beach Restoration

Tomales Bay Foundation and SPAWN are nurturing this
amazing restoration of the wetland behind Chicken Ranch
Beach in Inverness. Last fall contractors removed invasive : S
acacias and other vegetation, recontoured the creek i R .
channel. Over the past several months, SPAWN has .
coordinated volunteers in revegetating the wetland with
shrubs and perennials.

Main volunteer efforts involve controlling invasive weeds

2

so the newly planted natives can thrive. Join the effort of ~ Chicken Ranch Beach Wetland Restoration
this transformation on these Wednesdays and Saturdays. Photo by Woody Elliott
Saturdays: 8/15, 8/29 Wednesdays: 8/5, 8/19

Contact Kristen Hopper for specifics.

kkkkhkhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkkkx

Broom Service in San Geronimo Valley

Broom Service volunteers have been working on a patch
of French broom along Edgewood Road in Woodacre,
enjoying comparatively light work on gentle, shady
slopes. All this spring and summer they have been
working with small groups of volunteers. There is room for
a few more outdoorsy types who would like to make a
difference. If that's you, they'd love to have you join them.

Broom Service volunteers gather at 10:30 am Thursday — SRS ¥ R 2
mornings, walk to the site and pull broom until 12:30 pm.  Phil and Dr. Bill seem to be having a good time in this
Then they reconvene for a snack and visit. Dress with French broom patch  Photo by Melvyn Wright

poison oak exposure in mind and carry some water. It is getting warm these days. Bring gloves if you

have them. They have loaners if you don't. They furnish tools.

Contact Mel Wright for more information about Broom Service and how to join their Thursday morning
work parties.
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Upcoming Marin Chapter Events

8/10 7:30 pm Chapter Meeting: "Putting on Moth Goggles - A
conversation about moths in California's ecosystems" Speakers: Allen
Fish, former GGRO director and Catherine Chang, Architect and
Habitat Designer

8/11 6:30 — 8:30 pm Plant Keying Session at Dominican U.
8/13 8 — 10 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party
8/18 9:30 am — noon Roy’s Redwoods Volunteer Day

8/24 10 - 11:30 am Tour of Larkspur Library Habitat Garden
8/27 1 — 4 pm Restoration at Alder Creek Preserve

{ /s e

; \ 7 SN P
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8/28 10 am — noon Novato Baylands Restoration Tour

, _ Dudleya farinosa Tennessee Valley
8/28 2 — 5 pm Roy’s Redwoods Restoration Tour Photo by Anna Gil

8/29 8:30am — 8:30 pm CNPS Chapter Council, Point Reyes Station
8/30 9 am — 1 pm Point Reyes Peninsula Tour

9/25 10 am Bay Model Demonstration Garden Work Day

10/15 to 10/19 CNPS Marin Plant Sale, pickup 10/24

Other Native Plant Activities in Marin, Nearby, or Virtual

8/29 4 pm A Perpetual Journal Practice: Building a Connection with Nature through Art, botanical
artist Lara Call Gastinger speaks at Book Passage in Corte Madera. RSVP here.

Also check out:

CNPS.org/events for interesting talks and field trips sponsored by CNPS
Chapters and staff throughout the state.

Central Sierra Chapter Events. It's cooler up there.

Plant Walks hosted by Milo Baker Chapter, Sonoma.

Wildflower Hikes hosted by Napa Valley Chapter.

Events Calendar for Marin County Parks. They host a variety of local
hikes, service projects, and presentations.

Regional Parks Botanic Garden talks, workshops, tours and plant sales.

Point Reyes Nature has great ideas for exploring the Point Reyes
National Seashore.

-
N ¥
-~ Er &

The Soul of the Earth Betsey Crawford’s nature essay series. Sidalc;e —

Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) offers hikes on local ranch checkerbloom, Reg. Parks Botanic
properties. Garden Photo by Anna Gil

Bay Nature Events
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Nature's Rhythms

Our hills are fully golden with swathes of green remaining
in valleys and on north-facing slopes. Enjoy this transition
to fall. Keep your eye out for what creatures are using the
plants around you. Send me news and views about
“nature's rhythms” to include in an upcoming newsletter.

If you enjoy social media:

Post pictures from field trips and stewardship on
our Meetup group.

Post your wild discoveries on our Facebook group Marin Looking toward Mt. Tamalpais from

Native Plants.
Check out news and events at our Facebook group California Native Plant Society - Marin Chapter.

Follow us on Instagram marincnps.
Post anywhere with the hashtag #marinnativeplants.
Ann Elliott, Newsletter Editor & Field Trip Committee

CNPS Marin Chapter Website | CNPS Statewide Website
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