MARIN CHAPTER

Ring Mountain Open Space with backdrop of San Francisco, Angel Island, and Mt. Tamalpais  Photo by Caroline Christman

.
Julx 2026 Newsletter

Marin Chapter Meeting

“Serpentine Habitats and Plants in Marin County”

Speaker: Kristin Jakob, Botanist, Landscape Designer,
Botanical lllustrator

Monday, July 13, 2026, 7:30 pm

We are fortunate in Marin County to have a number of
publicly-accessible examples of relatively intact
serpentine preserves, including Ring Mountain, Old Saint
Hilary’s and Middle Ridge in Tiburon, Bootjack, Rock
Spring and adjoining areas on Mt. Tamalpais, Carson
country and Giacomini Open Space northwest of the
peak, and Burdell Mountain/Bowman Canyon in Novato. Due to the special and often difficult
conditions serpentine creates, a variety of serpentine-tolerant plant species have evolved. Quite a few
of these plants are rare and some of extremely limited distribution. Kristin will give us an introduction
to these remarkable habitats and plants of Marin.

Read more. Register for this Zoom meeting here.
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Marin Chapter Field Trips

Have a Field Trip Idea?

Do you have a favorite place you want to share with the CNPS Marin community?
Write up a short description and contact Ann Elliott to explore possibilities.
We have a new Field Trip Template for 2026 to help us gather the information needed for the writeup

CNPS Marin Newsletter June Gloom is welcome June 2026 Page 1


https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=Fb5dXug29x0LOZuxbe8Dhpdg_vRRwtLHNPo5hiXGd8CZY3kHaF-llw
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=KsuMb6cWQqXZYTrSa39C1vYx1ZxztBUMp3s5chRT_4vwHQcte-p-Ow
mailto:annonfire@gmail.com
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=b8sLpaz2GBoW-wUOIHH8xYsGwmrkwy8benQv5PBY4hxcU-WqHvCpxw
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=fojPAc7j1wS6yFrlf9hzbhu2RoteD_vhH5G7L8zydKvLNWXupV1VMw

Regional Parks Botanic Garden Mountain Adventure

aka. Virtual Mountain Visit at Tilden Park’s Botanic Garden
Thursday, July 16, 2026 10 am to 2 pm

Leaders: Anna Gil and Kurt Rademacher

In our summer, it's spring in the Sierra. If you can’t get to the mountains,
don’t worry, the mountains will come to you. More specifically, to the
Siskiyous and Sierra sections of the beautiful Tilden Botanic Garden in
Berkeley (just an hour away). To word that another way, when the heat
of summer has baked the Bay Area hills, it’s still green and gorgeous at
the Tilden Botanic Garden.

The Regional Parks Botanic Garden is a “living museum” of California’s = —

. " . Regional Parks Botanic Garden
varied plant communities, from deserts and alpine meadows to chaparral forest path
and coastal rainforests. We will explore the seasonal highlights of the Photo by Anna Gil
garden with Botanic Garden Docent Anna Gil (also an active Marin
Chapter member).

Read more. Reaqister on Meetup.
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Plant Ramble in Miwok Park, Novato

Monday, July 27, 9 - 11am
Leader: Stacey Pogorzelski

We will do an easy walk in the flat areas of the park, including the native
plant garden of the Museum of the American Indian and the Novato
Creek. Trees we will see include bay laurel, California buckeye, Oregon
ash, and blue elderberry. We will see what is in seed, fruit or still in
flower! Depending upon the temperature, we may climb into the hillier
part of the park with views and beautiful native oaks (there is a less hilly

G )gfﬁ @g'\ <
loop back as an option t00). Dogwood in Miwok Park
Read more. Register on Meetup. Photo by Ann Elliott
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Bothin Marsh, Mill Valley
Friday, July 31, 2026, 1 to 3:30 pm
Leader: Eva Buxton

The hike will take us along the Mill Valley-Sausalito Path
through the tidal marsh complex along the Richardson
Bay shoreline and across one of the primary creeks that
connects Bothin Marsh to its watershed, Arroyo Corte
Madera del Presidio. We will see a range of tidal marsh { %)
habitats from low marsh to high marsh and uplands, A A% N TN AR
represented by different plant Associations, notably Chloropyron maritimum ssp. palustre - Point Reyes
the Distichlis spicata-Limonium californicum Association, i Bk

which is the typical habitat for the rare Chloropyron maritimum ssp. palustre (Point Reyes birds-
beak). Chloropyron and Limonium californicum should be in bloom and readably visible from parts of
the trail. Many types of shorebirds forage in the marsh, so binoculars can be handy.

Read more. Reqister on Meetup.
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Stewardship Opportunities
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Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party! - —
Thursday, July 2, 2026, 8 — 10 am

Leaders: Greg Reza, Marin County Parks and Open
Space District Volunteer Program Coordinator

Marin CNPS Coordinators: Caroline Christman & Stacey
Pogorzelski R

Join a community of habitat restorers! Marin CNPS is
partnering with Marin County Open Space District staff to
remove invasive species and improve native habitat at Mt.
Burdell. Located at the northern edge of Novato, Mt.
Burdell has serpentine grasslands with rare plants, an T [ T oy o T
incredible array of oaks, and seasonal streams that bagging invasive weeds on Mt. Burdell
support milkweed- the critical host for Monarch butterflies.

In the summer, we start working early to beat the heat! During volunteer workdays we use hand tools
to remove invasive plant species that threaten grassland and stream corridor ecosystems, including
Bermuda buttercup (Oxalis pes-caprae), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), pennyroyal
(Mentha pulegium), and yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis). Invasive species can create dense
populations that crowd out native plants, which in turns harms the wildlife that depend on them.
Removing invasive plants protects habitat for milkweed and other pollinator plants, diverse
wildflowers in the grasslands, and the many birds and insects that rely on native plants.

Read more including directions. Meetup Reaqistration link for July 2
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Volunteer Workday at Marin County Parks Native
Plant Nursery

Wednesday, July 8, 2026 10 am to noon

Leader: Aja Wylder, Marin County Parks Nursery
Manager

CNPS Marin Coordinator: Lewis Randall and Caroline
Christman

Join a group of enthusiastic volunteers for a special S
Wednesday morningat the Marin County Parks and Volunteers at Marin County Native Plant Nursery
Open Space District Nursery. This Wednesday morning

event is in addition to our normally scheduled third Tuesday of the month event. We help maintain
the native plants that will be used in restoration projects across Marin, from intertidal marsh wetlands
to redwood forest. There is so much to do this summer! that we've added a special Wednesday
nursery volunteer day .Volunteers should wear sturdy, closed-toed shoes and clothes they don’t mind
getting dirty. Please bring sun protection and a water bottle. Gloves and tools will be provided.

Read more. Register on Meetup for July 8.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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Volunteer Workday at Marin County Parks Native
Plant Nursery

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 10 am to noon

Leader: Aja Wylder, Marin County Parks Nursery
Manager

CNPS Marin Coordinator: Lewis Randall and Caroline
Christman

Join a group of enthusiastic volunteers for our monthly
Tuesday morning at the Marin County Parks and Open
Space District Nursery. Each month we help maintain the ;
native pIant.s that w!II be _used in restoration projects Trarispla g seedligs sERETR EolryPatks native
across Marin, from intertidal marsh wetlands to redwood plant nursery  Photo by Caroline Christman
forest. No prior nursery experience is required; Nursery

Manager Aja Wylder will demonstrate nursery methods, including pruning, potting seedlings,
transplanting plants into larger pots, pot washing, and working in the native plant

garden. Volunteers should wear sturdy, closed-toed shoes and clothes they don’t mind getting dirty.
Please bring sun protection and a water bottle. Gloves and tools will be provided.

Read more. Reqister on Meetup for July 21.
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Habitat Restoration at Alder Ck. Preserve, Inverness

Thursday, July 23, 2026, 1 to 4 pm (fourth Thursdays of §
each month)

CNPS Marin Coordinator: Carolyn Longstreth

Join CNPS and friends to weed the Alder Creek Preserve
restoration site in Inverness. We will be tackling these
weeds: acacia seedlings, poison hemlock, vinca, African
veldt grass, and others.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link Alder Creek Preserve with flourishing natives & lots
khkkkhkkhkkhhkkhhkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhhkhkkhkkhhrkhhrs of weedy grass Photo by Ann Elliott

Bay Model Pollinator Garden Stewardship
Friday, July 24, 2026, 10 am to 12:30 pm
Leader: Kate Lipman

In the height of summer, come, enjoy, and enhance our colorful
pollinator garden. We will be doing general cleanup - pulling weeds,
trimming energetic growth, etc.

There is plenty of free parking, and a great view while you commune
with nature and community on a small scale. -
Bring your favorite weeding tool and gloves, or borrow some of ours. We &
will be working from 10 am to 12:30 pm. Bring your lunch to enjoy the
view afterwards.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link

Bay Model Pollinator Garden
Photo by Laura Lovett
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Registration and Waivers

Sign up for field trips and stewardship opportunities
using Meetup.com or the Meetup app. Signups usually begin the first of

each month at 8 am. Meetup is free for users. Do not pay for Meetup &
L £

CNPS Marin 2026 Waiver - Please use this for field trips and Chapter
sponsored stewardship opportunities.

Practice clean trail etiquette. Pocket Guide — Every Step
Counts and Cleanliness Tips for Hikers.

Contact the leader(s) with any questions.

[ ' «

‘ Agoseris apargioides var.
eastwoodiae - beach dandelion
Abbotts Lagoon by Ann Elliott

Plant Keying Sessions Will Continue
Through Summer

Join us for monthly drop-in plant keying sessions at Dominican
University. Bring your mystery plants and unknown specimens for
identification. At these hands-on sessions you can practice your keying
skills in a group setting and learn quickly alongside fellow botanists and
plant lovers.

Beginners to experts are welcome. Some understanding of plant
morphology terms is helpful. Dissection scopes, dichotomous keys, and
local experts available.

We will meet from 6:30-8:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each

month: July 14, Aug. 11. Location is Room 106 at the Joseph R. Fink
Science Center, Dominican University.

Read more with helpful driving and parking directions.

Contact Tanya with any questions.

Fairfax Festival & EcoFest

The Marin Chapter had a great weekend tabling at the
Fairfax Eco Festival with new memberships, good sales,
great networking & big crowds that were educated about
all things Native Plants. Very good exposure and outreach
for our Chapter. Thank you to Table volunteers: Kristin,
Rob, Stacy, Eddie, Bonnie and (new volunteers) Loretta &
Kaitlin (not all shown in photo).

Fairfax EcoFest June,2026
CNPS Marin Table and Tabling Volunteers

CNPS Marin Newsletter June Gloom is welcome June 2026 Page 5


https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=pd_3ThDT_olNtlHjNiwj888kYLsEUwiGaRUHQ8-uofegOI0YFGGsjQ
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=ICCqqoLejKdCFWoyP7XmnsPReMsHL9tWbxagiblsPM-NO3ypCgg66g
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=gWfHh2toStSDCLFZEjh2c-PchBYR00gk3B-h5LROodKXE57X9URl7A
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=R3h_wsJYAjWsx1-XM9Jrh1BlGfWYjUXeZL8CCCamOn_PtltHQ6N-Yg
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=R3h_wsJYAjWsx1-XM9Jrh1BlGfWYjUXeZL8CCCamOn_PtltHQ6N-Yg
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=ZAhbOGaDR9_8a0On1fSeHqH7Or2EyaGuLML2i760IvM-iaUKqSMUiw
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=A5d57dCMgOYpyeiKrAOJ_knyLxKjV51_axCReRBwshbA3iKhnJLoeA
mailto:tanyabaxter10@gmail.com

Field Trip Reports

Read the full text of the field trip reports with many pictures here.
Abbotts Lagoon 6/3

In late spring, the cobweb thistles were blooming in their brilliant reddish- § =
purple color close to the trailhead. Delights were the slimy texture of the
musk monkey flower, delicate candy flowers, abundant small-fruited
bulrushes, and the showy hedge nettle. Wandering the dunes we
enjoyed the lupines, verbenas, beach dandelions, Dudleyas, the rare
wavy-leaved monardella, as well as other dune inhabitants.

Ring Mountain Wildflower Hike 6/7 (Last of season)

seed from Marah - wild cucumber
found on trail to Abbotts Lagoon
Photo by Stacey Pogorzelski

Alison led a few flower seekers over the mountain. Only a few Tiburon
mariposa lilies were still in bloom. Alison was able to show them long-
rayed brodiaea and Tiburon buckwheat. The Chapter appreciates this
special offering of field trips from Ring Mountain Docents Alison and Karen.

Middle Ridge, Tiburon Open Space 6/9

Five plant enthusiasts joined Eva Buxton on a hike into areas with soils
derived from serpentine rock, we were pleased to come upon a number
of rather rare, threatened or endangered native plants which have
evolved the ability to thrive on the these infertile and heavy-metal-laden
soils: Tiburon paintbrush, Marin dwarf flax and Tiburon jewel-flower.
They also found in bloom Tiburon buckwheat and rosinweed, dense-
flowered lupine, and ruby chalice clarkia.

Olompali State Historic Park 6/20
Nine folks joined Clint and Madeline Kellner for a good hike at Olompali  clarkia rubicunda - ruby chalice

State Historic Park. They saw flat- spurred rein orchids, coyote mint, clarkia on Middle Ridge, Tiburon
California Indian pink, Indian paintbrush, blue-eyed grass, a-nsilots of Photo by Kurt Rademacher

Ithureal's spear. They also saw the Napa false indigo, a rare plant =
growing along the trail. During the walk they encountered the
California state grass, lichen, and insect.

Estero Trail Wonderful Wander 6/26

Under overcast skies, hearty plant lovers embarked on an
exploration of the summer wonders of native and
naturalized plants, punctuated with bird calls and sightings
of elk on the horizon.

See all the pictures and read more. F:'avoparmeha caperata (?) greenshield lichen on
Arctostaphylos manzanita ssp. manzanita
Photo by Anna Gil
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Larkspur Native Plant Resolution
and Biodiversity in Urban Gardens
Project

Work on the proposed Larkspur Native Plant Resolution is
continuing. On June 10th. Paul da Silva discussed it
briefly with the Larkspur Climate Action Forum, chaired by |
City Councilmember Sarah Margulies. Several useful
suggestions were received. A full presentation will be

given at a future meeting. Meanwhile, information ralehine Latkepir HaliEs tn Rertio zarden
continues to be shared about similar efforts statewide, Photo by Laura Lovett

including the new Biodiversity in Urban Gardens project

on i-Naturalist (https://www.inaturalist.org/projects). If you are interested in participating in the
Larkspur campaign or are curious about the statewide effort, please contact Paul

at pgsilva@sonic.net.

Thanks!

Rare Plant Monitoring at Point
Reyes National Seashore

On a day in May and another in June several members of
CNPS Marin Chapter searched for rare plants on Pt.
Reyes Peninsula in support of the National Park Service
(NPS) and Point Reyes National Seashore Association
(PRNSA) efforts to update the NPS rare plant database.
The coastal prairie and scrub covering Bull Point west to
the sand dunes of the Great Beach is being treated with ‘
“targeted cattle grazing” by The Nature Conservancy Hosackia gracilis - harlequin lotus
(TNC) attempting to control the expansion of velvet grass, by Ann Elliott

yellow bush lupine, and coyote brush. There, NPS regularly monitors federally listed rare plants, but
only rarely monitors other rare plants listed by CNPS.

Our efforts focused on Tryphysaria floribunda — San Francisco owl’s clover, Hosackia gracilis -
harlequin lotus, Lilium maritimum - coast lily, Leptosiphon grandiflorus - largeflower linanthus,

and Eastwoodelia californica - marsh harebell. Comparisons of the presence and extent of rare plants
in the future may help TNC adjust its “targeted grazing” toward the goal of enhancing natural process
where cattle had been grazed for profit more than 150 years.
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Poetry

Summer
By Mary Oliver

Leaving the house,

| went out to see

The frog, for example,

in her satiny skin;

and her eggs

like a slippery veil;

and her eyes

with their golden rims;

and the pond

with its risen lilies;

and its warmed shores e — -

dotted with pink flowers; ag £ -l e i
. ear Valley, Point Reyes NS

and the long, windless afternoons; Photo by Ann Elliott

and the white heron

like a dropped cloud,

taking one slow step

then standing awhile then taking

another, writing

her own soft-footed poem

through the still waters.

https://thedailygardener.org/zoinks20200710-2/

CNPS Conference Recordings

Recordings of the CNPS Conference in February, 2026
are available at: https://conference.cnps.org/sessions/. —
Sessions fostered dialogue, discovery, and inspiration tocg g% i 2026 CONFERENCE

across four key areas: horticulture and land management, E#", i eeeere——
conservation, education, and plant science. wz # GROWING THE

Chaired by experts in each field, the sessions featured %‘ MUVEMENT
presenters from diverse backgrounds — from Indigenous Together for native plants
and Western sciences to horticulture, education, and advocacy. See presentatlons by inspiring high

school and college students, knowledgeable volunteers, and dedicated professionals, young and old.
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Other Stewardship Opportunities

Control Invasive Sea Lavender e R T A Y
’ ys B8 Stiliuke St
. . y I . q ~h -~ 0 e
Join Marin Audubon’s efforts to remove this invasive GERAE e d‘oq@* GRS eI,
Limonium (sea lavender) from Loch Lomond Marina in ¥ e AT e VED

¥ y #Or
Ecological
%

San Rafael on Tuesday, July 7, 10 am to 1 pm.

Meet at the far eastern end of the parking lot by the
restrooms at the beginning of the public path out to the
levee that wraps around the marina (map attached).
Please wear shoes/boots that may get dirty (mud boots
are good but not necessary) and bring water. A
Jude Stalker of Marin Audubon Society will provide Loch Lomond Marina
gloves, tools, bags, sunscreen, first aid, snacks and invasive sea lavender removal location
instructions. No experience necessary. Please call Jude if

you have questions or if finding them is a challenge. 415-680-6291

Point Reyes National Seashore Restoration
Thursday Weeders @ Abbotts Lagoon

Join park staff & volunteers every other Thursday 10am-
2pm to help restore critical coastal dune habitat.

June 11 & 25
Tidestrom’s Lupine Census

Contact Jenna if you can help NPS census the rare
Tidestrom’s Lupine on July 7 or 8, from 9 am to 4 pm.

kkkkhkhhhhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkkkkx

Chicken
Ranch Beach
Restoration

Tomales Bay Foundation and SPAWN are nurturing

this amazing restoration of the wetland behind Chicken
Ranch Beach in Inverness. Last fall contractors removed
invasive acacias and other vegetation,

recontoured the
months,
revegetating the *

creek channel. Over the past several
SPAWN has coordinated volunteers in
wetland with shrubs and perennials.

Eriophyllum confertiflorum - golden yarrow at
Main volunteer Chicken Ranch Beach Wetland Restoration anneiliot efforts involve controlling invasive weeds
so the newly planted natives can thrive. Join the effort of this transformation on these Wednesdays
and Saturdays.

Saturdays: 7/18, 8/15, 8/29
Wednesdays: 7/8, 7/22, 8/5, 8/19

Contact Kristen Hopper for specifics.

kkkkkkhhkkkhhhkhhhhkkhhhkkkhhkhkhhhkkkhkkkkkhkhhkkkk
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Broom Service in San Geronimo Valley

The hills and fields are brown and dry, the days are warm
and long, the invasive broom plants are blooming, and
Broom Service keeps right on working like every other
season. There's still time to pull many of those plants
before they make seed. Getting them out of the ground :
now slows their attempted takeover of the landscape. The &
task seems impossible, perhaps even quixotic, but what
we experience as we revisit our adopted sites is the 8 s >

gradual diminution of broom dominance and what we call Tskubrand MarinCo. Barkscenrd] wtkers
"The return of the natives." That is, the increased Photo by Melvyn Wright
opportunity for native plants to claim their share of the

available light and water they need to thrive

Broom Service volunteers gather at 10:30 am Thursday mornings. Dress with poison oak exposure
in mind and carry some water. It is getting warm these days. Bring gloves if you have them. They
have loaners if you don't. They furnish tools.

Contact Mel Wright for more information about Broom Service and how to join their Thursday morning
work parties.

Upcoming Marin Chapter Events
7/12 8 — 10 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party

718 10 am — noon Volunteer Workday at Marin County
Parks Native Plant Nursery

7/13 Chapter Meeting: “Serpentine Habitats and Plants in &
Marin County” Speaker: Kristin Jakob, Botanist,
Landscape Designer, Botanical lllustrator

7/14 and 8/11 6:30 — 8:30 pm Plant Keying Sessions at
Dominican

7/16 10 am — 2 pm Regional Parks Botanic Garden, s : it
Turtle Rock, mule's ears, and serpentine rock

Berkeley on Ring Mountain Photo by Caroline Christman
7/21 10 am — noon Volunteer Workday at Marin Co.
Parks Native Plant Nursery

7/23 1 — 4 pm Habitat Restoration at Alder Creek Preserve
7/24 10 am-12:30 pm Bay Model Garden Work Day

7/27 9 -11 am Plant Ramble in Miwok Park, Novato

7/31 1- 3:30 pm Bothin Marsh Field Trip

8/10 7:30 pm Chapter Meeting: "Putting on Moth Goggles - A
conversation about moths in California's ecosystems" Speakers: Allen
Fish, former GGRO director and Catherine Chang, Adjunct Professor,
USF Architecture Program

8/13 8 — 10 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party paintbrush on Estero Trail, Point
Reyes NS  Photo by Anna Gil
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Other Native Plant Activities in Marin, T
Nearby, or Virtual ‘ A S

7/9 7 pm From crisis to conservation: Empowering action for
biodiversity, Jun Bando, ED of CNPS, Yerba Buena Chapter, in person
SF Botanical Garden

7/11 3 pm Book Event: | Sing to the Earth and She Sings Back by M.
Kat Anderson, Red Barn, Point Reyes NS

kkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkkkkhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkk

Also checkout:

CNPS.org/events for interesting talks and field trips sponsored by
CNPS Chapters and staff throughout the state.

. rdrew W

; A s ¥, et %
Cirsium occidentale - cobweb
Central Sierra Chapter Events. It's cooler up there. thistle on Abbotts Lagoon Trail,

. Point Reyes NS By Ann Elliott
Plant Walks hosted by Milo Baker Chapter, Sonoma.

Wildflower Hikes hosted by Napa Valley Chapter.

Events Calendar for Marin County Parks. They host a variety of local hikes, service projects, and
presentations. Examples:

7/13 Kent Island Restoration, Marin County Parks

7/5 Indian Tree, Marin County Parks
717 Senior Stroll: Tomales Bay SP, Marin County Parks

Regional Parks Botanic Garden talks, workshops, tours
and plant sales.

Point Reyes Nature has great ideas for exploring the Point
Reyes National Seashore.

The Soul of the Earth Betsey Crawford’s nature essay
series.

Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) offers hikes on local
ranch properties.

BaV Nature EventS © Betsey Crawford
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Summer Peaks

Please share your “summer peak” stories and pictures
with me to include in an upcoming newsletter.

If you enjoy social media:

« Post pictures from field trips and stewardship on
our Meetup group.

« Post your wild discoveries on our Facebook
group .Marin Native Plants

. Eiophyh'um lanatum - woolyuhﬂwer
e Check out news and events at our Facebook Photo by Ann Elliott
group California Native Plant Society - Marin

Chapter.
« Follow us on Instagram marincnps.

« Post anywhere with the hashtag #marinnativeplants.
Ann Elliott, Newsletter Editor & Field Trip Committee

CNPS Marin Chapter Website | CNPS Statewide Website

N NS
909,09,
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