MARIN CHAPTER

Asclepias fascicularis - narrowleaf milkweed supporting Monarch caterpillar
Bay Model Pollinator Garden Photo by Kate Lipman

June 2026 Newsletter

Marin Chapter Meeting

Invasive Limonium: what is it and what is being done
about it?

Speakers: Drew Kerr from Cal-IPC and Julia Stalker of
Marin Audubon Society

Monday, June 8, 2026, 7:30 pm

First discovered in 2006 near the San Francisco Airport,
invasive Limonium or Algerian Sea Lavender has been a
problem around San Francisco Bay. There is a native _ i :
Limonium, California Sea Lavender. The invasive species R A EEs En by Fane i
can dominate wetland areas. Learn about both the native Strawberry Marsh Photo by Drew Kerr
and non-native sea lavenders, the research, and on the

ground work that has been done here in San Francisco Bay.

Drew Kerr began his career as a wetland ecologist in Seattle, working with Pacific Northwest
amphibian conservation and research and as the Aquatic Noxious Weed Specialist for King County
DNR. Since 2005 he has been focused on the invasive plants of the tidal marshes and mudflats of the
San Francisco Estuary.

Julia (Jude) Stalker of Marin Audubon Society will speak about removal efforts in Marin over the past
fifteen years and how you can get involved.

Read more. Reqister for this Zoom meeting here.
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Stewardship Opportunities I -
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Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration Work Party!
Thursday, June 4, 2026, 9 7 11 am

Leaders: Greg Reza, Marin County Parks and Open
Space District Volunteer Program Coordinator

Marin CNPS Coordinators: Caroline Christman & Stacey
Pogorzelski

Join a community of habitat restorers! Marin CNPS is il Ot G P B :
partnering with Marin County Open Space District staff to CNPS Marin volunteers and Marin Co. Parks staff
remove invasive species and improve native habitat at Mt. bagging invasive weeds on Mt. Burdell
Burdell. Located at the northern edge of Novato, Mt.

Burdell has serpentine grasslands with rare plants, an incredible array of
oaks, and seasonal streams that support milkweed- the critical host for
Monarch butterflies.

During volunteer workdays we use hand tools to remove invasive plant
species that threaten grassland and stream corridor ecosystems,
including Bermuda buttercup (Oxalis pes-caprae), Himalayan
blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), pennyroyal (Mentha pulegium), and
yellow star thistle (Centaurea solsititialis). Invasive species can create
dense populations that crowd out native plants, which in turn harm the
wildlife that depend on them. Removing invasive plants protects habitat
for milkweed and other pollinator plants, diverse wildflowers in the
grasslands, and the many birds and insects that rely on native plants.

Read more including directions.

. . . hlorogalurn pomeridianum - wavy
Meetup Regqistration link for June 4 leaved soap plant on Mt. Burdell

FkdodkkkkkkkkddFkkkkkkkkdkd ok ko kkkkkdk kA kkkk Photo by Stacey Pogorzelksi

Volunteer Workday at Marin County Parks Native Plant Nursery

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 10 am to noon

Leader: Aja Wylder , Marin County Parks Nursery
Manager

CNPS Marin Coordinator: Lewis Randall

Join other volunteers for our monthly morning at the Marin §
County Parks and Open Space District Nursery. The third |
Tuesday of each month we help maintain the native plants £
that will be used in restoration projects across Marin, from
intertidal marsh wetlands to redwood forest. No prior
nursery experience is required; Nursery Manager Aja
Wylder will demonstrate nursery methods, including
pruning, potting seedlings, transplanting plants into larger
pots, pot washing, and working in the native plant garden.

ransplanting seedlings t Marin Count Parks native
plant nursery  Photo by Caroline Christman
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Volunteers should wear sturdy, closed-t oed shoes and clothes they
bring sun protection and a water bottle. Gloves and tools will be provided.

Read more. Reqgister on Meetup for June 16.
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Novato Baylands Habitat Restoration: Working at the
Nursery!

Thursday, June 18, 2026, 9:00 am to 11:30am
Leader: Stacey Pogorzelski

Join Point Blue staff and Marin CNPS volunteers at the
native plant nursery in the Hamilton Baylands restoration
area. This nursery grows native plants for an ongoing
project to restore tidal marsh and seasonal wetlands at the
former Hamilton Army Airfield. Learn more about

the Novato Baylands Wetland Restoration Project. We
always have a good time at these nursery workdays!

Read more. Meetup Reqistration Link
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Habitat Restoration at Alder Ck. Preserve, Inverness

Thursday, June 25, 2026, 1 to 4 pm (fourth Thursdays
of each month)

CNPS Marin Coordinator: Carolyn Longstreth

Join CNPS and friends to weed the Alder Creek Preserve
restoration site in Inverness. We will be tackling these
weeds: acacia seedlings, poison hemlock, vinca, African
veldt grass, and others.

Read more. Meetup Registration Link Alder Creek Preserve with flourishing natives & lots
of weedy grass Photo by Ann Elliott

Registration and Waivers

Sign up for field trips and stewardship opportunities using Meetup.com or the Meetup app. Signups
usually begin the first of each month at 8 am.

Meetup is free for users. Do not pay for Meetup +

CNPS Marin 2026 Waiver - Please use this for field trips and Chapter sponsored stewardship
opportunities.

Practice clean trail etiquette. Pocket Guide i Every Step Counts and Cleanliness Tips for Hikers.

Contact the leader(s) with any questions.
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Marin Chapter Field Trips

Abbottés Lagoon, Pt. Reyes Nat.i
Wednesday, June 3, 2026, 9:30 am 1 2 pm
Leaders: Ann Elliott, Carolyn Longstreth, & Stacey Pogorzelski

The gentle, flattwo-mi I e | ong trail that |
is a year-round favorite for plant lovers and bird watchers. It passes
through coastal scrub, dotted by two marshes, passes over a stream
between the upper and lower lagoon, and ends in the dunes near
the beach. Optional: Stacey will lead those that need to leave early
back to the trailhead.

Read more. Reqgister on Meetup.

% ‘:i/C’QE s 7;;n&ﬁ

Bridge over wetland on trail to
Abbotts Lagoon
Photo by Caroline Christman
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Wildflowe r Field Trips on Ring Mountain,
Tiburon i Last Ring Mt. Docent -Led Trip
Sunday, June 7, 2026, 10 am to 1 pm

Join Ring Mountain Docent Alison Pence for the last
scheduled trip this year, trying to catch the end of the
spring wildflowers and maybe the rare Tiburon mariposa
lily. Meet at the Taylor Rd Trailhead.

Read more. Reqgister on Meetup.

Calochortus tiburonensis - Tiburon Mariposa lily
Photo by Vernon Smith
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Middle Ridge, Town of Tiburon open space
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, 12:45 to 3 pm
Leader: Eva Buxton

Meeting Location for Carpool: Bl ac ki eds Pas|
Tiburon

Having reached the end of the early spring flowering
season, there are still some plants to be seen on Middle
Ridge, a Town of Tiburon open space parcel. A short walk
along the lower fire road will take us through unmanaged,
weedy vegetation to a serpentine outcrop supporting the

Streptanthus g.’andu!ous ssp. nger - Tiburon

rare Tiburon jewel-flower, Marin dwarf flax, and Tiburon jewelflower  Photo by Vernon Smith
paintbrush.
Read more. Register on Meetup.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkikx

CNPS Marin Newsletter June Gloom is welcome June 2026 Page 4


https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=E_SVOY6lVhLMX1I65bLwPbO0TQOQwDtfFXaS8pt0qx7Zth8Jh_FWDQ
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=BfoUBXSxrDfz9QorpyU7RfYG-LkQpijt-j-rYDa5p6F1T6yVoeefag
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=iQdWO1z7PeMJZPd88xJPNd9Tyl-zre0dOOKaVChVZzyxBOFyj0xjMg
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=KpupJTOgDNOWrdpqnzzh99l4xQVcII-8FDdHGK0exhqxCtebw5QMdQ
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=qck83cmCHkXy2BVVBwtIJrO2eO-QE6KMr49jrmpeMVlUpSdIGuZaUw
https://secure2.convio.net/cnps/site/R?i=M37l1QmPHjfs-G5yZ6Qy7GizTJWJJq3KOw5QRCSG2nRE-DTBWirpuQ

Olompali Orchids and Other Plants & Flowers
Saturday, June 20, 2026, 9 am to noon
Leaders: Clint and Madeline Kellner

We will hike the loop trail (2.3 miles) at Olompali State Historic Park and
look for the small delicate flowers of the summer-blooming rein

orchid, Piperia transversa. We will also see the rare Napa false indigo
shrub, California fescue grasslands, and some blue oaks.

Read more with directions. Register on Meetup.
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Have a Field Trip Idea?

Do you have a favorite place you want to share with the CNPS Marin

community? Piperia transversa - rein orchid
Write up a short description and contact Ann Elliott to explore Photo by Madeline Kellner
possibilities.

We have a new Field Trip Template for 2026 to help us gather the information needed for the writeup.

Plant Keying Sessions Will Continue  Through Summer

Join us for monthly drop-in plant keying sessions at Dominican
University. Bring your mystery plants and unknown specimens for

skills in a group setting and learn quickly alongside fellow botanists and k |

identification. At these hands-on sessions you can practice your keying
plant lovers.

Beginners to experts are welcome. Some understanding of plant
morphology terms is helpful. Dissection scopes, dichotomous keys, and
local experts available.

We will meet from 6:30-8:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each

month: June 9, July 14, Aug. 11 . Location is Room 106 at the Joseph
R. Fink Science Center, Dominican University.

Read more with helpful driving and parking directions. single dandelion flower showing
petals and style
Contact Tanya Meyer with any questions. Photo by Beth Keer

Fairfax Festival & EcoFest

CNPS Marin will have an information and sales table at
the Fairfax EcoFest. Share your love of wild flowers,
native plant gardening, habitat restoration, and protecting
our local resources. Sign up with Rob Katz to help staff
our table Saturday June 13 or Sunday June 14.

Contact Rob Katz.

Fairfax Festival Photo by Rob Katz
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Laura Lovett - a Powerhouse and an
Inspiration; Her Contributions to
CNPS Marin Chapter & Beyond

By Kristin Jakob and Caroline Christman

On April 25, 2026 the Marin Chapter of CNPS lost one of
its most talented and stalwart board members, Laura
Lovett, just one week afte
spring plant sale. As an avid native plant gardener and
communications expert, Laura contributed to nearly every
facet of our or gadgovemanceoHed §
conscientiousness and attention to detail were
extraordinary, as was her drive to educate and inspire an
appreciation of native plants in Marin and throughout
California.

Laura Lovett weeding at the
Bay Model Pollinator Garden
Communications and Publication s Photo by Caroline Christman

Upon joining the board in late 2016, Laura created and filled the Communications position. She
brought her talents as a professional graphic designer to this role, organizing and publicizing a series
of activities to celebrate Native Plant Week, designing a chapter business card and membership
brochure, and designing the Point Reyes wildflowers booklet and plant checklist. Through its
Communications Group meetings, Laura stayed in touch with CNPS statewide organization and
publicized Marin Chapter projects in the state-wide Flora magazine.

L a u r badk-slesigning skills shone when she was hired to design the beautiful, award-winning coffee
table book Beauty and the Beast: California Wildflowers and Climate Change, co-published by CNPS
and the Winter-Badger Press in 2020. Laura also coordinated the reception for an inaugural exhibition
of photos from the book.

Laura helped to manage a photo archive of images to facilitate easy native plant photo sharing in the
Chapter. Onthe C h a p t websifecommittee, Laura was integral in { :
the design of the C h a p t new viebsite. Her ideas included eye-
catching graphics and user-friendly formats.

Gardening with Natives

Though not coming to CNPS from a gardening background, Laura
rapidly learned all that she could about the subject and became a
champion for the increased and informed use of California natives.
This work included private gardens, but she especially focused in
public spaces where native plant benefits could be broadcast to a
wider audience.

She worked with other CNPS members to increase natives in many
public spaces in Marin. In 2017, with the support of Charlotte
Torgovitsky, Laura developed a native plant demonstration garden in
an arc of raised beds near the entrance to the Bay Model in
Sausalito. She designed signage and interpretive materials for this
garden and oversaw its maintenance, actively recruiting volunteers to
join in regular weeding and planting days. In her hometown of
Larkspur, Laura spearheaded California native pollinator plantings in
median beds, parking islands, and in front of the local police station
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as part of the Larkspur Habitat Corridor. She worked with the nonprofit, Refugia Marin to promote a
large all-California native plant habitat garden for the new Larkspur Library. She persuaded CNPS
Marin to contribute funds needed to purchase plants. Refugia Marin will continue planting and
maintaining this and many of L a u r oghér gjardens. The relationship Laura forged between CNPS
and Refugia Marin will continue to benefit both groups and native plant gardens throughout Marin.

Laura also became active in native plant policy, representing the Marin Chapter at quarterly State
CNPS horticulture and urban horticulture meetings. She was working with CNPS staff on ways to
address AB1572, which requires replacement of decorative turf in upcoming years, with the hope that
this could inspire transitions from lawn to native plants in the future. She advocated that CNPS
provide sample garden plans that people could implement and encourage nurseries to provide more
native plants in the coming years. This is work we will have to carry on without her. Locally, Laura
reviewed d e v e | oplares,rssg@esting landscaping changes, and proposed |mproved Wordlng of city
resolutions and general plans as they came up for consideration. :

To augment the ¢ h a p tessting scholarships program, Laura
initiated a Chapter program to provide grants to small, publicly
accessible native plant projects that might otherwise have difficulty
obtaining funding. These grants were targeted toward other
nonprofits and agencies that were working to include native plants in
landscaping or improving native plant habitat in Marin. This was one
more way that Laura helped encourage native plant use in the
region.

Laura was active with the C h a p t Marin@\ative Gardening Group,
planning visits to nurseries, garden tours, and other events. Their I ;
annual fall seed exchange was a welcome gathering, with Plant Replacement List

refreshments augmented by Laura, who loved to bake. Native aptions to plant after you remove
youir fire-prane plants

Laura continually refreshed horticulture content on the Chapter

website, writing articles and developing informative handouts. She
created the Plant Replacement List, an illustrated publication, also available online, that steers
readers towards California native alternatives to fire prone or invasive nonnative garden plants.

Events

Laura recognized the importance of in-person events to
form a strong, motivated community. To this end, she
planned several annual i me &t g r e evheseo
members could mingle, volunteers could be thanked, and
accomplishments could be celebrated. For the occasion
of the Marin C h a p t 58th @nsiversary, Laura launched
several activities to inspire me mb e parsicipation (such
as the 50 Acts of Caring Instagram site) and led a
committee that organized a wonderful celebratory dinner
with speakers.

Plant Sales Marin Chapter 50" Anniversary Gala
Starting in fall 2020, Laura co-chairedtheCh apt er 0 s

beloved spring and fall native plant sales. Laura handled a wide range of tasks: selecting the plants to
be offered, getting the details into the online store, publicity (including writing engaging articles on
featured plants), overseeing the online sale, and supervising order packing and pickup. At the 2026
spring plant sale, though she ¢ o u | dlanddfdr long, Laura was on hand to make sure every detail of
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set-up was carried out perfectly. On that Saturday, Laura could be seen on the
sidelines (a place she rarely was), smiling and watching as gardeners engaged
in lively discussions on which plants to use.

Her Challenge for Us

Laura Lovett constantly sought ways to promote California native plants in
every medium, knowing that this would inspire new CNPS members and
would-be native-plant lovers to get involved. We hope to continue the

important work that Laura initiated and maintain her legacy. o ol

A New Chapter for Native Habitat in
the Heart of Larkspur

Dana Swisher, Executive Director Refugia Marin

Behind the new library in downtown Larkspur, something “m
quietly transformative is beginning to take root.

The newly-planted habitat garden, led by Refugia Marin, is
turning a forgotten outdoor space into a living landscape
filled with California native plants and opportunities for
community connection. Designed in partnership with iy AR ; gk
landscape architecture firm RHAA Landscape Architects Larkspur lerarv Habltat Garden w/swale & paths
and installed by California Native Landscapes (CNL), the garden will provide food and shelter for
birds, bees, butterflies, and other wildlife while creating a welcoming public space for library visitors of
all ages. The project represents an exciting example of collaboration between nonprofits, designers,
civic institutions, and volunteers working toward a shared ecological vision.

The Marin Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society provided meaningful support for the project
($50,000), helping make the garden a reality. Laura
Lovett, a former Marin CNPS board member and
passionate advocate for native plants, was deeply
involved in shaping the habitat garden into the vibrant
space it is today. Laura sadly passed away earlier this
year, but her care and dedication will live on through the
garden she helped create.

More than a decorative planting, the project reflects a
growing movement to weave biodiversity into public
spaces. The garden showcases earth-friendly gardening: .
sustainable landscaping that benefits the broader environment, wh|Ie making thlngs easier for the
gardener. Earth-friendly gardening protects biodiversity by supporting pollinators and natural
enemies, minimizes pollutants, saves water and energy, improves soil and recharges groundwater,
and mitigates climate change.

Once an open space on the edge of the original town 8 and later left untended, its soil compacted
over time & the site is now being reimagined as a layered native habitat designed as much for
ecological function as for beauty. The transformation illustrates how even relatively small civic
landscapes can become meaningful refugia for wildlife in increasingly urbanized environments.
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A Habitat Garden at the Center of Community Life

Libraries are places of learning, curiosity, and discovery, and this
garden extends those values outdoors.

Located behind the new library building, the habitat landscape is
envisioned as a peaceful, climate-resilient outdoor environment
where visitors can pause among native grasses, flowering
perennials, and wildlife-friendly shrubs and trees. Meandering
pathways, seating areas, and layered plantings will invite visitors
into the space while creating shelter and foraging opportunities for
wildlife throughout the year.

The planting palette will focus
temperate climate, helping reduce long-term water use while
supporting local ecosystems. Species include plants such as
Douglas iris, California fuchsia, coffeeberry, coyote mint, deergrass,
and coast live oaks. Together, these plants will provide year-round
structure, seasonal blooms, seeds, berries, and habitat resources for native Wl|d|Ife.

The project also builds on Laura Lovettds gro
several years, community leaders and volunteers have helped establish native plantings at locations
throughout downtown Larkspur, including Magnolia
Avenue medians and the landscape surrounding the
Central Marin Police Authority headquarters on Doherty
Drive.

The library garden represents the next evolution of that
work: a highly visible civic landscape designed not only
for beauty, but for ecological function, climate resilience,
and environmental education.

Creating a Living Corridor for Biodiversity

Refugia Marinbés broader mi
land into connected habitat that supports wildlife, reduces
water use, sequesters carbon, and inspires
environmental stewardship. What began as a single
restoration effort has expanded into eight gardens. The
project at Larkspur Library has become part of that
growing network.

In urban and suburban landscapes where habitat is
increasingly fragmented, even relatively small native
plant gardens can serve as important ecological
Astepping stoneso for poll
through developed areas. Located near the Corte
Madera Creek watershed and Piper Park, the garden will
help strengthen habitat connectivity through the heart of
southern Marin.

Native plants evolved alongside native insects, birds, and other Wlldllfe maklng them significantly
more ecologically valuable than conventional ornamental landscapes. Research has shown that
native plants support substantially greater insect biodiversity and biomass, which in turn supports
birds and broader food webs.
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The planting design emphasizes host and nectar plants
for native pollinators, with bloom succession intended to
support insects across seasons. Native bees,
hummingbirds, resident and migratory birds, and
butterflies i including Western Monarchs, skippers,
hairstreaks, and brush-footed varieties i are expected
to benefit from the habitat resources the garden
provides.

The garden is also intended to function as a
demonstration site, showing residents, municipalities,
and landscaping professionals how native landscapes
can be beautiful, accessible, drought-tolerant, and
community enhancing.

Stewardship Rooted in Place

Like many California communities, Marin County is facing the
intersecting challenges of drought, biodiversity loss, habitat
fragmentation, and climate change. Native habitat gardens offer one
practical and hopeful response & landscapes that conserve
resources while restoring ecological relationships that have evolved
over thousands of years.

The project also reflects a growing recognition that public
landscapes can express a stronger sense of place by drawing from
the ecology of the region itself. Long before contemporary
development, the area supported diverse native plant communities
stewarded by Indigenous peoples including the Coast Miwok.
Today, native habitat projects help reconnect communities with the
ecological identity of the land beneath their feet.

Unlike conventional ornamental landscapes that often rely on
intensive irrigation, fertilizers, and frequent maintenance, the library g2 '
habitat garden is being designed with long-term ecological stewardship in mind. Once established,
the native planting areas are expected to require significantly less supplemental irrigation while
avoiding pesticides and supporting healthy soil systems and pollinator populations.

Education, Stewardship, and Hands -On Learning

A

Oneofthedef i ni ng aspects of Refugia Marinds proje

Volunteer habitat work days bring together students, families, gardeners and conservation advocates
to help install and maintain native landscapes. Teens can [ :

also earn community service hours while learning about
ecological restoration, watershed health, and local
biodiversity.

Future plans for the library garden include community
habitat stewardship work parties, the installation of
interpretive educational signage about native plants and
pollinators, outdoor environmental learning opportunities
through library programming. Additional features will
include plant labeling as well as potential art installations,
and educational elements designed to engage children
with the natural world.
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The garden will become both a refuge for wildlife and a gathering place for people 0 a place where
residents can slow down, observe seasonal change, and reconnect with local natural ecology.

A Growing Community Effort

Refugia Marin is a nonprofit organization fundraising to support both new habitat projects and the
long-t er m stewardship of existing ones. Communi t
success, and the overwhelming support, volunteerism, and enthusiasm from the community so far
has been deeply encouraging.

Residents can get involved by volunteering at future habitat work days, donating to support
educational features, participating in long-term stewardship efforts, and helping spread awareness
about the ecological value of California native plants.

As Marin communities continue rethinking public landscapes in the face of climate change and
biodiversity decline, projects like the Native Habitat Garden at Larkspur Library demonstrate what is
possible when habitat restoration becomes part of everyday civic life.

Learn more or support the projectthroughRef ugi a Mar i nbés Nat i ve Hoamlyi
page.

-
Introduction to Grasses: Grass Structures

By Caleb Hute

As summer closes in, you might notice the hillsides are
undergoing a transformation from green to brown. This
change is driven mainly by the senescence of the non-
native annual grasses which dominate California
grasslands. In some settings, these grasses may
comprise as much as 99% of all plant biomass. A few
months ago, | discussed the general terminology used by
botanists to describe the parts of grass inflorescences
and flowers (you can find that article here). While we still
have some grasses left to examine, | want to dive into
some other vegetative characteristics which are used for : : -
grass species identification. Serpentine reed gras€alamagrostis
ophitidig at Ring Mountain Preserve

The first distinction which may be useful to know what is
considered annual or perennial. Annual grasses complete
their entire life cycle in one year, from germination to producing seed. Perennial grasses live more
than one year but often die back annually. Pe
cluster of buds near the soil surface, from w
most iconic native grass species are perennial, such as wild ryes (Elymus spp.) and fescues (Festuca
spp.)

Each stalk which rises from the crown (referred to as a tiller) consists of nodes, which are the solid,
swollen sections of stem from which leaves emerge, and areas between the nodes, commonly
referred to as internodes, which are hollow. Nodes harbor meristematic tissue (undifferentiated tissue,
comparable to human stem cells), which produce new leaf and stem growth. Each new leaf that
emerges usually consists of three main parts; a sheath which wraps around the stem, a blade, which
is flat or variously folded but does not wrap around the stem, and a collar region, located between the
two.

The collar region is an especially morphologically complex portion of a grass. The main part of this
region is the collar - a band of meristematic tissue, which wraps around the stem between the blade
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and sheath, and allows the leaf

blade to continue growing outward
even if the tip has been broken off.
The collar often is a different color
than t he rest of th
of the collar region, where the leaf
sheath overlaps or closes, small

claw or ribbon-like projections off of
the collar may be present, called
auricles. More often than not,

auricles match the collar in texture
and color, though they may be
modified in different ways, including
being hairy or wrinkled. Towards the
back of the collar region, most grasses have a small flap of tissue called a ligule. This tissue varies in
its qualities, but most frequently is membranous, fragile and readily shredding in age.

The name Ligule comes from the Latin word for strap, g i &
which is a modification of the Latin word for tongue. To
help me remember the name of this feature, | like to think
about a leaf sheath without the stem, with the ligule at the
opening of the sheath, which resembles a mouth with a
tongue hanging out.

Some perennial grasses form dense clumping colonies.
Such grasses are referred to as cespitose. One way
which grasses achieve this look is through short creeping
aboveground stems, called stolons, or subterranean
stems called rhizomes. However, grasses without such
structures may also exhibit this habit, such as the tightly
clustered native California fescue, Festuca californica,
which forms large, soft looking mounds on the back
slopes of Mount Burdell.

Cespitosd-estuca californican Mount
Burdell in Olompali State Park

Each tiller may be topped by an inflorescence, depending on
the developmental stage of the stalk, what level of stress the
plant is under, Each tiller may be topped by an inflorescence,
depending on the developmental stage of the stalk, what level
of stress the plant is under, and seasonal timing. An
inflorescence is the complete flowering structure of a plant,
and in grasses is made up of smaller units called spikelets.
Most importantly, the inflorescence contains flowers, which
produce seeds, which allow grasses to proliferate.

There are endless variations to structures on grasses across
species. Some species add hair, some add color, others have
lost certain structures entirely. While some of these
modifications are subtle, understanding the basic structure of
grass should give you a solid basis for understanding species
with unique and novel characteristics.

and seasonal timing. An inflorescence is the complete
flowering structure of a plant, and in grasses is made up of
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smaller units called spikelets. Most importantly, the inflorescence contains flowers, which produce
seeds, which allow grasses to proliferate.

There are endless variations to structures on grasses across species. Some species add hair, some
add color, others have lost certain structures entirely. While some of these modifications are subtle,
understanding the basic structure of grass should give you a solid basis for understanding species
with unique and novel characteristics.

2026 Howard -Kohn Memorial
Scholarship

Lauren Ward from the University of California, Davis, has
been awarded our c h-Eghn Memarial
Scholarship for her projec
How Plant Root-Associated Mutualists Mediate
Ecosystem Functions and Bi
on plants at Pt. Reyes National Seashore. We wish her all
the best with her research and look forward to hearing

news of the results when they are available. Pinus miricats - Bishop Plne.
Tomales Bay SP- Photo by Woody Elliott

2027 Scholarsh ip Committee

Our chapter Scholarship Committee is inviting new
members to join our group. Our work is relatively simple.
Each year, we solicit and review scholarship applications
and make recommendations of awardees to the Chapter
Board of Directors. It only takes a few hours per year and
is a great way to become familiar with the great research
that the next generation is planning for California native
plants. If you are interested, please contact Paul da Silva s A L
at PdaSilva@marin.edu. | Madia sativa - common madia
Laguna Trail, Point Reyes NS by Susan Schlosser

Larkspur Native Plant Resolution

A group of Larkspur CNPS members is continuing to meet
with Larkspur officials about a possible Larkspur Native
Plant Resolution. This is part of a larger CNPS effort to
recognize the importance of California native plants
statewide. If you would like to be kept up to date about this §
process, please contact Paul da Silva
at PdaSilva@marin.edu.

% 5 .

Larkspur Library Habitat Garden
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Field Trip Reports
Hoo Koo E Koo Trai | in Baltimore Canyon OSP
Monday April 27, 2026, leader: Betsey Crawford

Because this was such an early wildflower year many of the showy
blossoms we searched for on this trail had passed blooming. We got to

: '@‘R Exploring Flicker Ridge, East Bay Mun|C|paI

_ Utility District . ) e

Pellaea andromedifolia - coffee fern
¢ Wednesday April 29, 2026, leader: Kurt Hoo Koo E Koo Phato by Anna Gil
t. Rademacher

iy This unusual opportunity to explore a knobcone pine forest not usually open
_, to the public was organized by Kurt to explore some of the locations near
the weather stations that he monitored as a young man. We experienced
much different ecosystems from our quite varied Marin ones. These

Kopsiopsis strobilacea - parasitic groundcones look just like pinecones sitting at the base of
groundcone on Flicker Ridge manzanitas and madrones
Photo by Anna Gil )

Mt. Tamalpais Gravity Car Road Wildflower and
Nature Photography Walk Friday, May 1, 2026

Caroline Christman and I, Marcos Gaxiola, led the group
on a beautiful morning along Gravity Car Road on Mount
Tamalpais, moving through a mix of sunlit openings and
shaded redwood areas. The group took a relaxed pace,
stopping often to observe and photograph native plants
and wildlife along the trail. My focus during the walk was
helping participants feel more comfortable using their
cameras and phones to capture what they were seeing.
We explored simple techniques like adjusting light and
focus, using grid lines for composition, and finding clean backgrounds to highlight plant details. It was
nice to see people connecting with both the landscape and their own way of observing it.

Trailside wonders  Photo by Rir‘r'i‘i'ko Berreman

Ring Mountain Field Trips

Although it was often cold and windy on the mountain, groups had a great
time. Tidy tips, tar weed, Ithuriel's spear, and harvest brodiaea were in
abundance. The knowledgeable docents noted identification traits to
differentiate similar flowers. False baby stars and Chinese houses were still
in bloom. They saw the long-rayed brodiaea and Tiburon buckwheat. Lots of
rushes and grasses around; it takes study to identify the rare ones. The rare
Tiburon mariposa lilies were out, including some eye-catching ones without
red markings (likely with a mutation in the anthocyanin pathway).

Geologist Nicole Meyer joined the last trip to explain in person the N s
interesting geology of Ring Mountain. She described the formation of schist T————
from basalt via metamorphosis during plate tectonic action. Turtle Rock Tiburon mariposa lily (sport)
displays both blue and green schist. In other places (the eroded fire road) PHETE PASHpIdkeR
she showed us muscovite schist and talc.

Read more and see photos from all of these trips.
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Poetry

From a collection of short June poems
The Best Thing In The World

by Elizabeth Barrett Browning

What's the best thing in the world?
June-rose, by May-dew impearled;

o - 4 A §r'
b A
> !
- / "

Sweet south-wind, that means no rain; ‘

Truth, not cruel to a friend; ) Rosa californica - alifornia rose
collecting seeds- image by Stacey Pogorzelski

Pleasure, not in haste to end;
Beauty, not self-decked and curled
Till its pride is over-plain;

Light, that never makes you wink;
Memory, that gives no pain;

Love, when, so, you're loved again.
What's the best thing in the world?
0 Something out of it, | think.

CNPS Conference Recordings

Our highest attendance In-person workshop:

Recordings of the CNPS Conference in February, 2026 | Colorful and Drought-Proof: Design |

are now available Your own C;fiff)rnia Native Garden |

at: https://conference.cnps.org/sessions/. Sessions
fostered dialogue, discovery, and inspiration across four
key areas: horticulture and land management,
conservation, education, and plant science.

Chaired by experts in each field, the sessions featured
presenters from diverse backgrounds 8 from Indigenous
and Western sciences to horticulture, education, and
advocacy. See presentations by inspiring high school and
college students, knowledgeable volunteers, and dedicated professionals, young and old.

photo by Ann Elliott

Other Stewardship Opportunities
Point Reyes National Seashore
Thursday Weeders @ Abbotts Lagoon

Join park staff & volunteers every other Thursday 10am-2pm to
help restore critical coastal dune habitat.

June 11 & 25
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Chicken Ranch Beach Restoration

Tomales Bay Foundation and SPAWN are nurturing this amazmg restoratlon of the wetland behind
Chicken Ranch Beach in Inverness. Last fall contractors WAL ‘ i "
removed invasive acacias and other vegetation,
recontoured the creek channel. Over the past several
months, SPAWN has coordinated volunteers in
revegetating the wetland with shrubs and perrenials.

The effort there is on-going. Right now, a lush cover of
meadow barley (Hordeum bracyantherum) is beginning to
flower in the moist areas. Volunteers are needed to control 8
invasive weeds that could hinder the newly planted
natives. Now that the grasses on site are flowering we can =
see more clearly which to pull and which to encourage.
There is also watering to be done! Join the effort of this
transformation on these Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Saturdays 6/6, 7/18, 8/15, 8/29 Wednesdays: 6/10, 7/8, 7/22, 8/5, 8/19
Contact Kristen Hopper for specifics.

*kkkkkkkkhkhkkhkhhkkkkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhrrhhhhhhhrrxxx

Chicken Ranch salt marsh plants
Frankenia, Limonium, Chloropyron Ann Elliott

Broom Service in San Geronimo Valley

Phil's smile personifies the very positive attitude every
member of Broom Service has towards each other and the
work we do. They work hard, have fun doing it, and are
left with the satisfaction of having done something good
for the community and the environment.

They gather at 10:30 am Thursday mornings. Dress with
poison oak exposure in mind and carry some water. It is
getting warm these days. Bring gloves if you have

them. We have loaners if you don't. We furnish tools.

Contact Mel Wright for more information about Broom
Service and how to join their Thursday morning work part|es

-
Miyawaki Forests T a possible SLimr
climate so lution

A Why a doiddoeest planting practice from Japan is = s °
gaining traction in the U. ¢

May 21, 2026, All Things Considered, National Public
Radio, by Lauren Gallup, Courtney Flatt, Bianca Garcia

Akira Miyawaki had the idea that pocket-sized forests in urban areas could protect people from
natural disasters. For decades these forests have been soaking up storm water, cooling cities, and
absorbing carbon dioxide around the world.

Listen to or read this story on NPR. Read about pocket forests in the Bay Area at Bay Nature.
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Upcoming Marin Chapter Events

6/3 9:30 1 2 pm Abbotts Lagoon Field Trip

6/4 91 11 am Mt. Burdell Habitat Restoration

6/7 10 am i 12:30 pm Ring Mt. Field Trip

6/8 7:30 pm Invasive Limonium Speakers: Drew Kerr & Jude Stalker
6/9 12:45 - 3 pm Tiburon's Middle Ridge

6/9 6:30 1 8:30 pm Plant Keying Session at Dominican

6/13 & 6/14 i Fairfax Eco Fest, CNPS Marin hosts a table

6/16 10 am i noon Volunteer Workday at Marin Co. Parks Native Plant

Nursery thistle, Abbotts Lagoon in Point
6/18 97 11:30 am Point Blue Novato Baylands Nursery Workday Reyes N5 Photo by Lena Zentall

6/20 9 am T noon Olompali Orchids and other Plants & Flowers

7/14 and 8/11 Plant Keying Sessions at Domincan

Other Native Plant Activities in
Marin, Nearby, or Virtual

6/11 7 pm Invasive Limonium, Drew Kerr of Cal-IPC,
Yerba Buena Chapter

6/1310am i 1 pm Explore Edgewood with Kipp
McMichael, Yerba Buena Chapter

6/13 10 am i noon Doran Beach Boardwalk Wildflowers T
ADA Plant Walk, Milo Baker Chapter : e s

6/16 7:30 pm An Introductory Field Guide to the Coast Abronia latifolia - yellow sand verbena
Redwoods Michael Roa, Milo Baker Chapter near North Beach Pt. ReyesNS by Ann Elliott

6/18 5 pm Watershed Committee/Special Meeting of the Marin Water
Board, Roads and Trails Management Plan Process Update

6/24 10 am i 2 pm Bear Valley Trail, Point Reyes NS, Marin County
Parks Naturalist

7/11 3 pm Book Event: | Sing to the Earth and She Sings Back by M.
Kat Anderson, Red Barn, Point Reyes NS

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkk

Also checkout:

CNPS.org/events for interesting talks and field trips sponsored by CNPS / NN
Chapters and staff throughout the state. E ‘ k

r by A
Sisyrinchium bellum - blue-eyed

Plant Walks hosted by Milo Baker Chapter, Sonoma. grass in Tennessee Valley
Photo by Anna Gil

Events Calendar for Marin County Parks. They host a variety of local
hikes, service projects, and presentations.

Wildflower Hikes hosted by Napa Valley Chapter.
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Regional Parks Botanic Garden talks, workshops, tours and plant sales.

Point Reyes Nature has great ideas for exploring the Point Reyes National Seashore.

The Soul of the Earth Betsey Cr awf or déds nature essay series.
Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) offers hikes on local ranch properties.

Bay Nature Events

June Gloom is Welcome

Occasional showers and gloomy weather might allow us
to enjoy the green valleys for a while longer. So, get out
there with our field trips and stewardship events, as well
as your private explorations. Study some of the grasses
you encounter, noting all the different structures Caleb
described in his article.

Please share your stories and pictures with me to include
in an upcoming newsletter.

If you enjoy social media:

- Post pictures from field trips and stewardship on
our Meetup group.

- Post your wild discoveries on our Facebook group Marin Native Plants.

- Check out news and events at our Facebook group California Native Plant Society - Marin
Chapter.

- Follow us on Instagram marincnps.

- Post anywhere with the hashtag #marinnativeplants.

Ann Elliott, Newsletter Editor & Field Trip Committee

CNPS Marin Chapter Website | CNPS Statewide Website

LA [ AT AN
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