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April 8, 2015 
 
Sonke Mastru, Executive Director 
California Fish and Game Commission 
Sonke.Mastru@fgc.ca.gov  
1416 9th Street, suite 1320 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
 
Dear Mr. Mastrup: 
 
As a member and Director of the California Native Plant Society, I write to express my 
strong support for two items on the Commission’s agenda for April 9, 2015.  Both of 
these important matters concern conservation of California’s native plants, celebrated for 
their tremendous diversity and unique beauty. 
 
First, under Item 24, I urge the Commission to approve the petition to list Livermore 
Tarplant (Deinandra bacigalupii) as endangered under the California Endangered 
Species Act. The submitted petition demonstrates ample grounds for such action by the 
Commission. This species, described for the first time in 1999, is known from only three 
occurrences, two of which are on private property, precluding listing under federal law. 
All three small populations are threatened by agricultural activities, commercial 
development, off-highway vehicles or invasive exotic species and likely a combination of 
all of these impacts. Listed status under state law will ensure the creation of protective 
set-backs around the plant populations and the formulation of other conservation actions 
that will help this emperiled species to survive.  
 
This plant may be little known but, as part of California’s rich botanical diversity, it plays 
a distinct role in the local flora and the community of plants and animals of which it is a 
part. It should not be allowed to disappear for lack of attention by our state government.  
 
Secondly, on Item 36, the Commission should enthusiastically endorse the California 
Policy for Native Plants. The State legislature has already recognized the importance of 
protecting our botanical heritage by establishing Native Plant Week. Among the many 
reasons stated in its resolution are the “unique iconic, economic, artistic, historical, and 
environmental importance” of California's over 6,000 native plant species, subspecies, 
and varieties, of which 2,150 exist are endemic to California, making our state home to 
more diverse plant life than all other states combined. Indeed, our flora includes the 
oldest, tallest, and most massive living things on Earth.   
 
The new state policy, if adopted by the Commission, would work in tandem with that of 
the Legislature. It will also provide needed guidance to the Department as it address the 
myriad conservation issues that come before it. It would recognize the proper place of 
plants and vegetation in the natural communities the Department is charged with 
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protecting. The policy would also provide the impetus for a long overdue review of plant 
protection laws and new proposals for plant conservation.  
 
Thank you for your attention.  
 
Carolyn K. Longstreth, Secretary 
California Native Plant Society 
 


